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Tax office..........cccovevvvieeirciee, 724-224-1179
WaterPlant: ... ext 202
Code & Zoning Department. ...................... ext 114
Eureka EMS & Rescue..................... 724-224-3473
Summit Hose Co. ..............c.ccoo...... 724-224-2555
Highland Hose Co. .......................... 724-224-0999

MEMBERS OF TARENTUM
BOROUGH COUNCIL

Scott Dadowski President Ward: 2nd
sdadowski@tarentumboro.com

Lou Ann Homa Vice President Ward:1st
lhoma@tarentumboro.com

Carrie Fox Council At Large
cfox@tarentumboro.com

Ray Kerr Ward: 1st
rkerr@tarentumboro.com

Kevin Bertocki Ward: 2nd
kbertocki@tarentumboro.com

Brian Nolan Ward: 3rd
bnolan@tarentumboro.com

Brian Snyder Ward: 3rd
bsnyder@tarentumboro.com

Managed & Edited by: Hugh & Carrie Fox - The Tarentum Recreation Board

Manager Dwight Boddorf
manager@tarentumboro.com

Mayor Bob Lang
blang@tarentumboro.com

ADVERTISING POLICY
Tarentum Borough Magazine was
created for the Tarentum Borough and
the Crossroads of the Allegheny Valley.
The Tarentum Recreation Board and
Publisher reserves the right to refuse any
advertising that goes against our standards.
Advertisement is meant for all businesses,
fundraising and etc. not for political or
religious issues.

Our magazine is distributed but not
limited to: all advertisers in this magazine
Thank you to all the advertisers and readers

that support the Tarentum Magazine -
Crossroads of the Allegheny Valley

MISSION

Tarentum Borough Magazine was created
for Tarentum Borough residents and
surrounding communities to enjoy and
engage in the good works and pleasures
of others. Tarentum Borough Magazine is
available online and in print. The magazine
promotes community values that make
Tarentum Borough an asset to all.

Published by: Word Association Publishers, Tarentum, PA
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UPCOMING
EVENTS
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Tarentum Recreation Board Events

OCT 28, 2023 - Boofestival Tarentum Riverview Park 1-4 pm
NOV 9, 2023 - Senior Bingo Highlands Senior Center Daltons Edge Must RSVP
NOV 18, 2023 - Tarentum Brackenridge Christmas Parade 1 pm

DEC 16, 2023 - Holiday Lighting Contest deadline for entry is Dec 11

Sponsored by: Tarentum Recreation Board

For more info visit facebook.com/TarentumRecreationBoard/
or contact Carrie Fox at 724-448-1470

Other Tarentum Events

TARENTUM FARMERS MARKET - June 8 Thru Oct 26 - Wednesdays 9 Am-1 PM - Corner Of Lock And 10™.
TARENTUM NIGHT MARKET - 2" Thursday Of Each Month - April Thru Nov -5 Pm - 8 PMm

"Your efforts are appreciated. The Tarentum Magazine is fabulous!" -Fred Corsi

WE WANT YOUR INPUT!

Thank you for reading TARENTUM MAGAZINE!
We invite the whole community to contribute.

Please feel free to send your stories, news, or
photos, and you could see them printed here!

HAVE SOME NEWS / A STORY? HAVE A GREAT PHOTO?
PUTTING ON A PUBLIC EVENT? WANT TO ADVERTISE?

Email: tarentummagazine@gmail.com
2




Did You Know?

the Story of Job’s (Jobes) Hole

Laura, a direct descendant of Job, told the true story.
Hance Job McMurdy was out one day with his horse and buggy
near Little Bull Creek, where Little Bull Creek meets Bull Creek.
A terrific storm swept through the valley and created a whirlpool
in the creek waters. Hance Job McMurdy and his Horse drowned
in Bull Creek during this flash flood. He was buried in Bull Creek
Cemetery alongside his horse. Bull Creek records states: Hance
Job McMurdy, died July 4,1850 at the age of 39. Job was born in
Ireland April 22, 1811. His survivors were, wife Mary, daughter
Jennie age 3 and Andrew age 2.

Information courtesy of Cindy Homburg
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HIGHLANDS HIGH SCHOOL GRADS

Ella Adolph

Brenna Allias

Michael Alworth

Jillian Ament

Clarissa Brianna Ankney
Riley Archer

Brianna M. Atkinson
Rachael Anne Babinsack
Cody Baughman

Tyler William Bender
Lanie Black

Ava Bollinger

Brenna Avery Bonnett
Madison Bouch

Amani Bowie

Justin Brink

Owen Burkett

Ava Joy Bussotti
James Paul Callender
Kassidy Cambal
William Celko

Jamal Chambers Jr.
Dominic Chifulini
Austin Ciciarelli
Helayna Cirino
Miakoda Lee Clevenger
Dominique Cratsenberg
Isaac Crowe

Cassidy Davis

Madison Lynn Davis
Abbie Deiseroth

Maria Destefano

Macey Dietz

Zachary Noah Dunlap
Catherine Erb

Isabella M. Erb

Grace Fennell

Brandon Field

Madison Freshwater
Garrett Frost

Gracie Gamble

Cyrenity Gamble-Csizmadia
Alphonsus Phebus Kofa Gibson
Jake Alexander Gibson
Camille Gigon

Johnna Grzandziel

Jacoby Scott Malachai Guy
Agustina Gutierrez-Collado
Izabella Hails

Ashton Hatajik

Benjamin Haughey
Rondeal Hewlett

Ella Maria Hiltermann
Caleb Hilty

Benjamin Hollenbeck
Natalie Holler

Ava Householder

Cody Hubert

Noelle Hurley

Michael Imler

Maja Ingebrigtsen

Mariely Jimenez Salas

SPONSORED BY

Auto, Home, Business, Life

Jeffrey B. Balicki, Laura A. Thimons, Natalie R. Geracia, Susan H. Marcinko

Eve Johnson

Ashton Jones

Kazmir Rain Jones
lan Kaminski

Kaitlyn Marie Karns
Victoria Rae Kilby
Rachel Elizabeth Kline
Hannah Grace Konopski
Noelle Kraeger
Shawn Kramer

Kevin James Kress
Noah Matthew Kuchek
James Kunst

Holden Lane

Katelyn Andrea Laska
Cameron Layhew
Ethan Doyle Lentz
Logan Leslie

Noah Scott Leslie
Daniel Long

Logan Hunter Lott
Kendall Luechtefeld
Elijah Majocha

Emma Paige Mann
Brianna Marra

Aydan Matthew Martinka
Mallory Martinka
Connor Robert Mazza
Zachary Mcintyre
Nicholas 0. McQuade
Nahia Megats

Ethan Mell

Sara E. Mock

Dante Monteleone
Adriana Elizabeth Montemurro
James Moody

Makenzie Morrow

Ava Nitowski

Aidan Ochoa

Tyler Oligee

Abigail Pettigrew

Riley Kate Sagan Pointkowski
Emma Polliard

Vasyl Polyak

Emma Grace Pomaybo
Kenisha Price

Ava Victoria Rea

Ra’chell Reuben
Savannah Rose Rodgers
Deacon Tyler Sample
Beatriz Santos

Alexa Mae Schrag
Timothy Seagriff

Alana Settnek

Landan Hunter Signorella
Bailey Elena Singer

Kylee Slobodnik

Dominic Edward Smith
Madysen Margaret Smith
Tyler David Smith
Zachary Thomas Smith
Joseph N. Snyder

Zachary Sowinski
Matthew Stanonis
Makayla Stefancic
Dominic Scott Stobert
Dillon Michael Stoner
Tyler Andrew Teal
Chandler William Thimons
Tyler Anthony Tomayko
Harrison Trischler
Louis Tucci
Helena Pauline Vasey
Tyler Jordan Visnick
Roman A. Vivirito
Luke Andrew Vunora
Madison Watterson
Lucas Wendt
Logan Wetmore
Jessica Been White
Connor Joseph Whyel
Aydan Benjamin Winter
Riley Andrew Wislie
Brooklyn D. Witherspoon-
Holmes
Shamar Antwoine Wright
Tayshaun Wright
Cassadi Zawart
Mallory Marie Zawart

J.E. Balicki & Assoc., Inc.

1625 Freeport Road, Natrona Heights, PA

724-226-1300

jebalicki.com
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ANTIQUES
& GIFTS

Two Floors

Over 25 Dealers

Voted Best Autigue Store!
724-224-4687

311 East Sixth Ave. Tue. thru Sun 10-5
Tarantum, PA
“Across from Historic Taremfum Station Restaurant” K3 facebock
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DUSTER

Funeral & Cremation Services Inc

TARENTUM
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Generations of local families have placed their trust in Duster Funeral & Cremation Services, Inc.
Today, more people are making arragements in advance to lift the burden from loved ones and provide a sense of calm.
We are grateful to the families we serve and appreciate their confidence
in our ability to create meaningful services that help them begin the healing process.

Pre Planning ~ Traditional Funeral ~ Cremation ~ Markers ~ Monuments

Caring for Families in the Alle-Kiski area since 1938

R. Gary Duster, supervisor 8l J. Rodney Duster, £p

347 East 10th Avenue, Tarentum, PA 15084 724-224-1526 www.dusterfuneralhomeinc.com




YOU NAME IT,
WE PRINT IT

BEST BUSINESS PRINTING IN THE BIZ
«  LETTERHEAD s LABELS

* ENVELOPES +  MENUS

*  BUSINESS CARDS *  SIGNS, POSTERS, BANNERS
* CARBONLESS FORMS « CALENDARS

*  BROCHURES *  CUSTOM INVITATIONS

s PAMPHLETS s POST CARDS

*  RAFFLE TICKETS *  WEB DESIGN

FREE DELIVERY ASK ABOUT OUR AFFORDABLE WEBSITE

DESIGN & MANAGEMENT
TO MOST OF THE REGION & OUR SOCIAL MEDIA MANAGEMENT

MONDAY - FRIDAY 10:00AM TO 4:00PM
205 E. FIFTH AVENUE, TARENTUM | 724.226.1255

WE PUBLISH
oreaT sooks What’s Your Story?

)IRD ASSOC
BLISTEWMS
=

: =
No Complicated Packages

m
YOU CHOOSE — WE CUSTOMIZE

WORD ASSOCIATION
PUBLISHERS

Gall Tom Costello
724.226.1255

WORDASSOCIATION.COM




Is your license plate looking a little
shabby? If your plate has any of the
following, it could be deemed illegi-
ble and you could be pulled over and
subject to a fine:

e Any of the numbers or letters can't
be read from 50 feet away

e Blistering

e Peeling

e Discoloration

® Loss of reflectivity

But don’t worry—you're eligible for a free re-
placement plate. For a standard registration
plate (non-personalized and non-Special Fund
plate), you need to fill out a simple form with
your license plate information, drivers license
information, and vehicle registration informa-
tion. The form you need, the MV-44 (Applica-
tion for Duplicate Registration Card, Replace-
ment of Registration Plate or Weight Class
Sticker), is available on PennDOT’s website at
dmv.pa.gov. You can contact my office to get a
copy of the form along with detailed instructions
on the process.

Once you fill out the form, a police officer
will need to verify that your plate is illegible.
Most police departments are happy to help

complete this step quickly. After that is com-
pleted, the form gets mailed to Harrisburg and
a new plate is sent directly to your home.

My office is happy to help process forms
through PennDOT! Please give us a call at 724-
224-2131 or email us at SenatorLindseyWil-
liams@pasenate.com if you have questions or
would like help with the process!

To get more info or to register for upcom-
ing events please visit SenatorLindseyWilliams.
com/Events. We hope to see you soon!

e SENIOR RESOURCE FAIR:
October 26, 10:00 am - 12:00 pm at
Ross Community Center, 1000 Ross Municipal Drive




The long history of the Natrona
Bottling Company, creators of the
well-loved Red Ribbon Soda brand,
is something of a roller coaster ride.
Established on Walnut Street by Ed
Welsh in 1904, the company quickly
became the real deal in the world of
craft sodas.

In 1939, Welsh sold the business to two brothers,
Paul and Ducky Bowser. As the new owners, they
created the slogan “Quality not Quantity” and
ran the business on that premise as they moved
Natrona Bottling to its current location at 91 River
Avenue in Natrona.

Some time later, after Ducky had passed on,
Paul brought Sidney Harris aboard to help him run
Natrona Bottling Company. Harris was as passion-
ate about producing quality products as Paul was,

and Red Ribbon continued to grow as a household
name, introducing such popular flavors as Planta-
tion Style Mint Julep, Jamaica’s Finest Ginger Beer
and Bowser’s Champayyo—a unique non-alcoholic
champagne.

Paul added another key staff member when he
invited Mary Jane Zdilla to join the Natrona Bot-
tling family. Mary Jane says, a note was delivered
to her door from Paul asking if she would come and
be his “seeing eye employee” at Natrona Bottling.

When Paul passed on in 2008, the business
had fallen on hard times. Supplies to create the
popular flavors were hard to come by. Together,
Mary Jane along with veteran bottler Steve Vokis ,
kept the business alive by saving every penny they
could, thus ensuring a run of Red Ribbon Cherry
and other popular flavors. Had it not been for their
commitment to the age-old company, there would
be no Natrona Bottling Company today.
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'Vlto \Gerasole: mwtes anyone that wants to enjoy a
«top notched quality sod,';’pop to try Red Ribbon:: 2 '

Then in 2010, Vito Girasole entered the pic-
ture. Girasole came of age working in his family’s
popular Italian restaurant in Shadyside, appropri-
ately called, Girasole’s. Soon Vito became known
as the “Sultan of Soda” and, with his background in
the food and beverage industry, quickly propelled
Natrona Bottling Company into a new age.

¢
I WANT TO BE
KNOWN AS A TRUE CRAFT
»
SODA BOTTLER!
Girasole’s expectations were that the soda SOMETIMES. YOU

business would be a side hustle. Working nights at 4
his family’s restaurant, he had time during the day. JUST HAVE TO TH’NK
However, as he became more immersed in the soda
business, and learning from Mary Jane that Natro- OUTSIDE THE BOTTLE.
na Bottling was among the last of a dying industry,
he declared that he wanted to be a true craft soda Mary Jane tells the story of
bottler. From that point on he saw a bright future not being able to order green
for the company. bottles for the Plantation Mint

Vito says that with their seventy-year-old ma-
chinery, the use of 100% pure cane sugar and their
signature “pinpoint carbonation” method, using

Julep, so they came up with the
idea of adding green coloring

dry ice to create tiny bubbles in every bottle, Na- to the popular soda.
trona Bottling can produce a perfectly authentic Later there was a request
American soda pop. This means Natrona Bottling for a clear mint ginger ale and

and its Red Ribbon products joins a mere handful it was created by eliminating

of soda makers in the entire country that mix and o

produce their soda in small batches. color. Same recipe just—a color
When Vito purchased Natrona Bottling, the variation.

company had only seven or eight products. To-

day, they offer seventeen products with three



lines—Red Ribbon Soda, Red Ribbon Mixers, and
Jamaica’s Finest Ginger Beer.

“We have the very best Ginger Beer,” says
Vito. He’s proud to say that Jamaica’s Finest
Ginger Beer single-handedly helped the compa-
ny re-gain prominence, as Ginger Beer has just
become popular again as a mixer in drinks like
the Moscow Mule.

Currently, Girasole says, Natrona Bottling
products are shipped to roughly seventeen states
or more, but he stops short of calling Red Ribbon
a national brand. He clearly prefers to keep his
craft soda status. But don’t think Vito hasn’t set
his sights on bigger things. He recently landed his
first oversees sale when a buyer in Japan ordered
Red Ribbon’s Ginger Beer, saying there is nothing
like it in his country.

So the little bottling company along the riv-
er in Natrona, now well into its second century,
continues to move ahead with the dynamic Vito
Girasole at the helm. Aided by the efforts of Mary
Jane, Steve, Antonio, Jonas and now David Knapp
(who has worked his way up to “Master Bottler”)
running the lines, Natrona Bottling seems likely
to be with the community for another generation.
So the stories continue, as the clink and clank of
bottles, moving down the line, fill with the soda
pop we have grown to love.

DRINK RED RIBBON!

Red Ribbon Soda Pop can be purchased at
Harvest Moon Coffee and Chocolates, Asay’s News Stand
and Allegheny Beverage

CHOCOLATE POP?
WHAT HAPPENED TO IT?

The Bowser family used special
equipment to steam milk to make
their famous chocolate pop and

it grew in popularity like no other.
Sold to 25 retailers in the area, both
children and adults loved it and
continue to ask about chocolate pop
to this day. But Natrona Bottling
discontinued it when the recipe and
equipment were sold to a business
in Haiti.




Providing School Bus & Van Service for the
AB @ Highlands Schnul District!

Transrt

Drive for ABC Transit Today

Great pay, multlple bnnuses, free trammg and ﬂe:uble hours!

-Free CDL 'ﬂ'aining _I,ﬁ $ 1 ,ﬂﬂﬂ Bﬂnus Aﬁer Eaming CDL SHP Ll'censz-
«Drive a Van and Earn While You Train for your CDLe
«Additional Yearly Bonuses, Flexible Part-Time Hours and Benefits Availables
«Charter Work Available With a CDL P Endorsemente

CALL 724-226-2222, VISIT www.abctransit.com
or our location at 1011 Springhill Road, Natrona Heights, PA 15065
Apply Now...Come Drive Bus or Van With Us Today!!!
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“Tarentum Remembrance Tree”
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$40.00 / Leaf = $125.00 / Rock
Leaf Size 1-3/4" X 3-1/2" 5 Rock Size 3"X 5-1/4"
23 Characters & Spaces each Line
3 Lines Total 3 Lines Total

The Tree is mounted on the street side of the Snack Shack in Tarentum Riverview Memorial Park
Price includes engraving

Mail or Email Your Remembrance Information
Mail = Tarenturn Recreation Board - 318 E2nd Ave. Tarentum, Pa 15084
Email = tarentummagazine@gmail.com
Checks can be made out to — Tarentum Recreation Board
For more information phone - 724-448-1470



Tarentum Recreation Board’s

BOO FESTIVAL

Saturday — October 28, 2023 - 1-4PM
Tarentum Riverview Memorial Park

Sidewalk Chalk Contest,

Food, Crafters, Hayrides, Games,
Obstacle Courses

Free Fun For All Ages!

General Questions - Carrie 724-448-1470
Craft Spaces - Tami 878-302-5367




REP. MANDY STEELE

Since taking officein January 2023, Rep. Man-
dy Steele continues to serve on the Consumer Pro-
tection, Technologies, and Utilities Committee, Agri-
culture and Rural Affairs Committee, Environmental
Resources and Energy Committee, and Game and
Fisheries Committee in the House of Representatives.
Rep. Steele’s resolution, H.R. 131, which provides for
an audit of Pennsylvania’s impact fee in the oil and
natural gas industry, recently passed the House of
Representatives. She also worked to increase funding
for the Department of Environmental Protection by
10.9%, Deer Lakes School District by 6.3%, Fox Chapel
Area School District, and Highlands School District by
over 8% and Allegheny Valley School District by 9.5%.
Rep. Steele continues to work to address environmen-
tal issues, educate on organ donation, and more in the
House of Representatives. If you have a state related
need, please reach out to her office at 724-826-5151
for an appointment.

ﬁé,/@fiy /Dea,ofe- Live ﬁéﬁa Better/

&) BLACKBURN'S

More than your local pharmacy:

Standard &
Complex Rehab Mobility

Medical Supplies
Respiratory
Home Accessibility

'.Q;WIN.NE.B
b “Congy +*

Best Pharmacy &
Baost Mobility Services

724-224-9100

www.blackburnsmed.com
301 Corbet Street Tarentum, PA 15084

Stair Lifts - Ramps

HARVEST

COFFEE & CHOC

206 Corbet Street - Tarentum, Pennsylvania

DISTRICT OFFICE SERVICES

My office can provide services and assistance related to:

ennDOT Se

fment System

T24-826-5151 | 1296 Pittsburgh Street Cheswick PA 15024 | www.RepSteele.com

STATE REPRESENTATIVE MANDY

33 LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT

SENIOR FOR SAFE DRIVING COURSE

Thursday October 26 10am -2 pm
1296 Pittsburgh Street, Cheswick, PA 15024

M

Monday - Friday | 6:30am - 3:00pm
7:00am - 3:00pm

8:00am - 3:00pm

724-671-7614

www.harvestmoonc2.com

Saturday
Sunday




ALLEGHENY
VALLEY

EXPRESSWAY

OUR MISSING LINK

The Most Elaborate and .
Expensive Interchange in Pennsylvania

The first plans for the Bull Creek Interchange
of the Allegheny Valley Expressway look a little
like an off-the-rails engineer’s design for a strange
combination waterslide/roller coaster. All this at a
price tag of 34-million dollars—in 1976!

But it would finally and forever put an end to the

infamous Missing Link—or would it?

The idea for the Route 28 Expressway was born
in 1948 but the dream would not be fulfilled until
1985. Just writing about it, even after all these years,
is complicated and, at times, unbelievable.

The original Route 28 began on East Ohio Street
in Pittsburgh and followed the Allegheny River
through numerous river towns, forcing motorists to
deal with 32 traffic lights before reaching Freeport.
But between 1950 and 1963, major work was done
so that motorists could bypass the river towns like
Etna and Millvale and make it to Freeport in almost
half the time.

Not long after, work began to the north and by
1972, sections of the highway were completed be-
tween Freeport, West Kittanning, and Slate Lick.
Now PennDOT could turn its bulldozers toward
East Deer, West Tarentum and Harrison and build
a straight shot from Pittsburgh’s North Side to

Kittanning and back again. But when residents of
Creighton, West Tarentum and Harrison learned
that nearly 500 houses were slated to be demol-
ished—they became a mighty force against the plan.
It took some time but PennDOT finally gave in. The
new design, however, took two years and although
the number was less, there were still a good many
homes that would have to go.

Unfortunately, one of those houses still on the
chopping block was the historic Burtner House.
Built in 1821, the Burtner House, at almost the last
minute, was saved from the wrecking ball when the
Governor agreed to order an alternative design for
Exit 15. But now money became the problem. First
it would be secured, then it would disappear, be di-
verted and reappear several times during the 1970s.
At one point, construction of the complicated Taren-
tum interchange was delayed two additional years
because the federal Environmental Protection Agen-
cy insisted the Interchange had to be redesigned in
order to save from extinction a small species of fish
found in Bull Creek.

At last, funds were secured and on August 9,
1985, the final section between exits 13 and 15, of
the long-awaited Route 28 Expressway. was opened.
And so the story of the Missing Link—a mere 3.2
miles long—went into the history books.

14



“The Allegheny Valley is now part of the rest
of the world,” declared the late U.S. Senator, John
Heinz at the opening ceremony.

Though the Route 28 Expressway didn’t bring
immediate results, there has been steady growth up
and down the valley.

One Man's 37 Year Long Dream
The Route 28 Expressway is officially called the
Alexander H. Lindsay Memorial Highway. It was
Alexander Lindsay, Senior who, in 1948, first pre-
sented his idea for a highway

Lindsay, who lived in South Buffalo and worked
in downtown Pittsburgh, endured a daily two-hour
commute to and from his law office. And in spite
of what has at times been written, Lindsay’s true
motivation for a throughway being built from Pitts-
burgh to Kittanning, had everything to do with his
desire to see economic growth, not merely to cut
his commute time. He had served many years as
Chairman of the Board of Peoples Bank of Taren-
tum where he facilitated a lot of economic develop-
ment. Or perhaps he developed an interest in such
matters when his father, Samuel L. Lindsay opened
a Dry Goods store in West Tarentum, early in the
Twentieth Century.

As years went by, Lindsay spoke to every politi-
cian at every level to further his idea. And support
for the expressway continued to grow.

When he met with Pittsburgh Mayor David L.
Lawrence, however, the mayor showed little inter-
est in an expressway for the Allegheny Valley. He
told Lindsay that he thought such a plan would draw
both developers and residents away from the city.

That was when Lindsay explained that a four-
lane expressway called the Keystone Shortway,
which would eventually become I-80, would be
built across the northern tier of Pennsylvania. He
said such a highway would connect major cities in
the upper Midwest along a throughway that would
take traffic straight on to New York City, complete-
ly bypassing Pittsburgh. According to Lindsay,
Lawrence’s response was immediate. “Sign me up,”
he said.”

Lindsay’s efforts paid off and he joined other
dignitaries that August day in 1985 for the ribbon
cutting ceremony that officially opened the Route
28 Expressway.

15
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Lives Touched By The Building
Of The Exit 14 Interchange

“The highway took our house and it was weird because they
didn't have to take it. In the end the houses on either side of
our house were left standing. It was tough because my parents
didn't have a lot of money. They were given about a year to va-
cate the property and finally they bought a lot in Fawn Township
and put a double-wide trailer on it and that’s where they lived.”

"I loved growing up in the Bull Creek Neighborhood.. No
one had much but there were lots of kids and we had fun. It
was like country living just half a mile from town so you could
walk to all the stores and to the YMCA. | really loved it because
Tarentum had everything.” -Steve Jones

“Before plans changed, homes were purchased on 10th Avenue
and Western Street and scheduled for demolition. Later, those
houses were auctioned off."

"I can'timagine what the town would have looked like had
the first plan gone through.” -Jim Goralko

“Growing up on Cedar Street in West Tarentum, | recall the
homes that were acquired by the state to make room for The
Missing Link. As they stood empty, waiting for the wrecking
ball, we kids took our own tours of many of them.”

"Once the roadwork began, you could see all of the large
equipment brought in to move tons of dirt from our back yard.
Astone quarry existed on the hillside. When the crew blasted it
to make room for the highway, the whole house shook. It sure
woke you up out of a sound sleep.” —Carrie Fox



October
Is A Time For
Fire Safety And
' Remembering
' Our Emergency
Responders

Each year, in October,
during Fire Prevention Week—
the second full week of the
month— volunteers from
Tarentum’s Emergency Services—
Highland Hose #280, Eureka

Fire and Rescue EMS #281 and
Summit Hose #282—conduct
in-school presentations to bring
lifesaving awareness to children
——— |77 wmAEE  gbout fire prevention and what to
L [-!L.-'-r/,f EE do in caseF;f fire.

. __!
-

“The children embrace this program,” says Josh Fox,
Chief of Summit Hose Company. “We take a hands-
on approach. With the teacher’s permission and su-
pervision, the kids are allowed to touch and see vari-
ous tools, equipment, and turnout gear. They love the
Thermal Imaging Camera. This is always a hit and a
cool way to show smoke and flames.”

The volunteer fire fighters also teach students
the important phrases that will help them remember

Bl
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what to do in case of fire like, Don’t Hide, Go
Outside when smoke detectors sound the alarm
or people in the house smell smoke. If an indi-
vidual does catch fire, the children are taught
Stop Drop and Roll—another way to remember
life-saving advice.

Fire fighters also make certain that the chil-
dren are never casual about fire safety rules by
explaining that a fire can happen in any home.

“Be smart,” urges Deputy Chief Brad James of
Eureka Fire-Rescue EMS. “Don’t be complacent.
Everyone should think and plan in the event of a
fire. Your life may depend on it!”

Volunteer Fire services save lives and pro-
tect property in times of danger and disaster. The

National Fire Protection Association estimates
that the time donated by volunteers saves com-
munities $47 billion each year. Without them,
taxes would increase significantly.

In addition to fire calls, fire departments an-
swer medical emergencies, car crashes, hazmat
incidents, electrical, downed trees and more.

DO YOU KNOW HOW MUCH IT COSTS TO OUTFIT
ONE FIREFIGHTER?

o . Helmet- $350
b T o Y
[ il 1

M‘%@ i i Goggl

SofS

Nomex Hood- 545 /

Breathing
Ap tus with
are bottle-

Small Flashlight
S65 [pletured)

5450

If you expect firefighters to respond to an emergency, they need
to have adequate equipment. If they can’t respond to an
emergency without worrying about their own safety, how can
you ask them to worry about yours? Before calling for cuts to the
budget, consider the facts.

We're blessed in our
community to have
such dedicated fire

emergency volunteers.

Sadly, it's tough for fire companies
these days with fewer volunteers,
and declining donations.

Please remember to support your
local emergency services any way
you can.
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FIRE SAFETY
SRR HOME

Fire Prevention Facts
We Should All Know

LEADING CAUSES OF FIRES

Cooking, Heating equipment, Electrical, Smoking,
Candles, and Lithium batteries.

ALL CATEGORIES CAUSING 1 BILLION DOLLARS IN
DAMAGE EACH YEAR.

- . ¢ .9 FIRESKILL
~WE AN AVERAGE OF
7 PEOPLE
1. 1. 1] 1] ] EVERY DAY IN THE US
NFPA FIGURES ALSO REVEAL THAT .
OVER 659 OF FATAL FIRES DCCUR |
IN THOSE 10% OF THE HOMES |
THAT ARE NOT PROTECTED
WITH SMOKE DETECTORS.

SOME SIMPLE TIPS

- Install smoke detectors on every floor, every
bedroom. Check detectors monthly.

- Be cautious of extension cords and outlets.

DO NOT use frayed or worn wires or
overload outlets.

- Have fire extinguishers available and learn
how to use them. PA.S.S. method is best
(pull, aim, squeeze & sweep!)

- Keep 3" away from fireplace, heaters, wood
stoves, and radiators. KEEP YOUR DISTANCE

- Secure lighters and matches from children. Qmmmmm“mmmmmm*
= KHOW ’[0 ”STOP, DROP AND ROLL" @mmmmmmmmmmm ‘
- Practice home drills at least twice a year 0 mmmmmm -

- Maintain proper housekeeping of chem- @m mmmmmmm teuss
icals, fuels, and flammable debris both Gm_mmm
inside and outside of the home.

> > @ @

FIRE PREVENTION WEEK IS ALWAYS HELD
THE SECOND FULL WEEK OF OCTOBER

We urge everyone to practice FIRE SAFETY all year long!

18



FRATERNAL ORDER OF EAGLES
No. 699

204 WOOD STREET
TARENTUM, PA 15084
724-224-9961
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www.facebook.com/tarentumeagles



SAVE THE DATE

Tarentum-Brackenridge Christmas is
November 18" Starts at 1pu

* 5 8 5 8 8 8 8 B 5 8 8 '..
IEER— i o _
O Pl Vo Ty
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1.
110 L

- — (LTI L L L
—————=Confact Carrie Fox 724-448-1470 or | |
= Barbara Magnetta 724-826-1545. ||
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From ONCE UPON A TIMEIN TARENTUM

Richard Curry Esler was born and raised
in Tarentum. He taught for several years at
Tarentum High School before accepting a

sales position with the Allegheny Ludlum
Steel Corporation that sent him travelling
the world but he always called Tarentum
his heart’s home.




| have been with Tarentum Borough for over
a year and have several years' experience
in government agencies. Local government
plays a pivotal role in economic health and
the vitality of the region it serves. Here is a
closer look at significant roles that local gov-
ernments can play in revitalizing an economy
and programs or strategies.

Infrastructure Development and Maintenance
is one of the foundational elements of economic
vitality and robust infrastructure. Local Govern-
ments are typically responsible for maintaining
and expanding transportation networks, utili-
ties, and public facilities. This creates jobs and
ensures that businesses can operate efficiently,
and residents can access services. Tarentum is
currently paving several roads and is working on
a five-year capital plan for further road work.
The Borough is working to secure grants for
major upgrades to the Tarentum Borough Water
treatment plant and distribution system. If suc-
cessful, these upgrades will be the first signif-
icant upgrades since the 1990s. Tarentum has
secured multiple grants for water and sewer
line replacements and valves in the past several
years. The Borough is also upgrading the elec-
trical system, including the first comprehensive
policy and ordinance update since 1994.
Business Support and Incentives give local
governments a way of offering tax incentives,
grants, or low interest loans to attract new busi-
nesses, and to give existing businesses ways to

otk

improve. Furthermore, streamlined permitting
processes can make it easier for businesses to
operate, expand or relocate within the locality.

Tarentum Borough recently started a
facade program that will provide grants up
to $5000.00 available to commercial property
owners or business owners. An attractive im-
age is of critical importance to the success of
the commercial areas. Fagade and storefront
improvements have been proven to be one of
the most effective to enhance the commercial
area’s image and economic vitality.

Tarentum Borough co-hosts a monthly busi-
ness luncheon. This provides networking oppor-
tunities to discuss new programs and services or
issues.

Training and workforce development invests
in human capital. Local governments partner
with educational institutions to ensure work
force skills bridging the gap between educa-
tion and employment. Tarentum Borough runs
a summer help program aimed at offering work
experience. Recently the Borough started a Ju-
nior Council Person Program to help local stu-
dents to learn about local government and look
to a future career in the government.

Promotion of tourism and local attractions
are a significant source of revenue. Local Gov-
ernments can attract visitors who will spend
money on accommodations, dining, attractions,
festivals, and events.

Tarentum Borough, through its Recreation
Board, has several events throughout the year,
bringing visitors to the borough. The Tarentum




Night Market Committee partners with the Borough
to promote and authorize the monthly market. Taren-
tum Farmers Market is another draw. The number of
visitors and venders are very vital to our community.

The Borough is working on preliminary plans to
redevelop its river front. The Erie to Pittsburgh Her-
itage Trail will provide opportunities for daily exer-
cise and recreation. Tarentum will be an important
stopping point along the Allegheny River to poten-
tially boost the local economy.

Land Use and Zoning policies can promote sus-
tainable growth, encouraging a mixed residential,
commercial, and recreational space that is inviting
to residents and businesses. Tarentum Borough has
demolished 60 abandoned and deteriorated struc-
tures since 2019. Tarentum has one of the most ag-
gressive plans combating blight in Allegheny Coun-
ty. The Allegheny County Vacant Property Program
allows taxpayers to acquire vacant land and return
the land to the tax rolls, all while increasing prop-
erty values. This is very successful in Tarentum
Borough. The Zoning ordinances and maps are cur-
rently being updated to maintain history while pro-
viding for growth.

Stakeholder Collaboration allows local govern-

ments to tap into a broader pool of ideas and re-

sources: various stakeholders, business leaders,
nonprofits, and community groups.

Tarentum is a key stakeholder in the Upper Al-
legheny Valley Community, which is committed to
improving the quality of life in the region and assist-
ing in revitalizing the Alle-Kiski Valley.

Tarentum borough is a member of Allegheny
Valley North Council of Governments, which brings
several local governments together to solve re-
gional problems and cut cost by joint agreements
and contracts.

Local Governments are central players in the
economic fabric of the community. Their multi-fac-
eted roles encompass the provision of services and
the broader mission of ensuring economic prosperi-
ty and resilience by leveraging their unique position
and resources. Local governments can usher in peri-
ods of growth, innovation, and prosperity, benefiting
both residents and businesses.




Pollock Lodge®

Free and Accepted Masons of Pennsylvania ( .:an ﬁ,

"Making Good Men Better”

by Alan D. Fennell / Robert K. Mc 3

Extracts from 150" Anniversary Book

In March 1872, Pollock Lodge came
into existence in Dunlap’s Hall on Seventh
Avenue, next to the current location of the
Gatto Cycle Shop, across from the Mara-
thon gas station. The Lodge was named
after Dr. Alexander M. Pollock, who acted
on behdalf of the Grand Lodge of Pennsyl-
vania in its inception. In 1887, the meeting
place was changed to the Oppenheimer
Building on Fourth Avenue. In 1907, the
Masonic Temple on Lock Street was built
under the direction of Contractors Myers
and Sefton.

The Lodge provides a social and fraternal outlet
to the members of the community, who seek to better
themselves. At its peak, the Lodge had approximate-
ly 700 members. Currently, there are 248 members.
Throughout its rich history, Pollock Lodge has been
led by 141 different Masters (presidents) of the local
organization. During the past century and a half, the
Lodge estimates that approximately 4,500 local men
have been positively affected. All have had a mind for
brotherhood and self-improvement. Members have
invested their hearts, minds, souls and financial sup-
port into this organization, and into Freemasonry in
the Allegheny Valley.

Lodge members believe in philanthropy, and
have supported many community activities,
such as Tar-Brack Little League, Eureka Fire
Department, Natrona Heights and Tarentum
holiday parades, Car Shows, Higher Educa- N/
tion Scholarships, DeMolay boys, Rainbow
girls, local food banks, sidewalk food box,
the promotion of literacy through the
Tarentum/Harrison Township’s “Little
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Book House Project” via a sidewalk library, and fund-
raising dinners and pancake breakfasts.

In addition, Masonry and patriotism go hand in
hand. The Lodge members have always displayed
sincere patriotism, and are very proud of active mili-
tary members and veterans. An annual tradition is to
recognize these men during our November meeting.
The pledge of allegiance and a patriotic song are an
integral part of every monthly meeting. Currently,
there are 52 Lodge members who have served in our
nation’s armed services - 25 Army, 19 Navy, 4 Air
Force and 4 Marines.

Several Masonic organizations, such as DeMo-
lay boys, Rainbow girls and Eastern Star have made
their home at the Pollock Lodge Masonic Temple as
an outreach to the youth and women in the area.

Pollock Lodge is under the jurisdiction of the
Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, located in Philadel-
phia, PA. As such, the Lodge supports the George
Washington Masonic Memorial, Masonic Villag-

\l es in Sewickley, Lafayette Hill, Dallas, Warm-
inster, and Elizabethtown, and the Masonic
Childrens Home
\7/’ In June 2017, the local Masonic
A\ Temple was recognized in the Historic
Register by the Tarentum Historic and

Landmarks Foundation. The build-
ing, located at 307 Lock Street in
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Dr. Alexander
M. Pollock

Tarentum, has been an iconic landmark and staple of
Tarentum'’s history for 150 years. Freemasonry cel-
ebrated its anniversary in 2022 and has weathered
the test of time for a century and a half.

The first floor (street level) and the basement
have been rented to several tenants through the
years and provided the Lodge with essential in-
come. First floor tenants have been a Vaudeville
Theater, a furniture store, Logan Paints store, an
on-line bookstore and secondhand store, and cur-
rently, Greatness Athletics Fitness center. The base-
ment was utilized as a target shooting range by the
Tarentum District Sportsmen’s Club for many years
but is presently unoccupied.

The second and third floors, mainly used for
Masonic meetings and activities, are accessible at
the entrance on the Lock Street side of the building.
Many additions and improvements were made since
the doors opened in 1907. In the early 1960s, an el-
evator was purchased and installed; although it is
aging, it continues to serve the Lodge to this day. In

Wl AWL&L m .

www.alli-ins.com

the 1970s, the current metal and concrete fire es-
cape was added in the case of an emergency. Also,
the interiors of the Lodge, dining hall and meeting
hall, were remodeled. Ceilings were lowered and
insulation was added. Windows on the third floor
were removed and bricked up to conserve heat.
Theater seats were purchased from the Manos The-
ater on Fifth Avenue. The seats were painted, re-
upholstered, and installed in the third floor Lodge
meeting hall. The new seats replaced long wooden
benches. However, six of the old benches are still in
service on the second and third floor. Further ma-
jor improvements were made in the 1980s when a
sound system and inhouse air conditioning were
added in the dining hall.

Lodge memorabilia, along with photographs of
Lodge members and events, are displayed through-
out the Lodge, on walls, in display cases and in the
main stairwell. Also, a “Friend to Friend” mural, ac-
quired from Gray Sign Advertising in Tarentum, was
placed on the second floor landing.

Looking to the future, the Lodge invites others
to join. The Lodge welcomes men of every race, reli-
gion, income level, education level and opinion. How-
ever, an applicant for membership must meet the
following qualifications: male; at least 18 years of
age; belief in the existence of a Supreme Being; good
moral character; desire to join for reasons unrelated
to personal gain or profit; have a favorable opinion
of Freemasonry; be eager to gain knowledge; and, be
willing to be part of the traditions of the fraternity.

For more information, please call 724-882-
3881, email secy0502@pagrandlodge.org or visit
Facebook “Pollock Lodge No. 502 Bulletin Board.”

ASAY’S NEWS
STAND

724-226-1414

328 EAST SIXTH AVE
TARENTUM, PA 15084

LOTTERY~CANDY~GUM
CIGARETTES~CIGARS
MAGAZINES~ICE CREAM~SOFT
DRINKS~GROCERIES & MORE

Banetts Oidar
Ever

KEVIN BERTOCKI, OWNER



Proud to be a
part of Tarentum.

GRANDVIEW
SQUARE
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