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approximately a one-hour ride to Port Clinton and 
back again.

A sell-out every year, tickets are recommended in 
advance in-person or by phone (610-562-2102) at the 
Schuylkill Haven Train Station. Or reserve online at 

Summer fun in Schuylkill Haven has been 
enjoyable and plentiful, spectacular fireworks 
in July, and the recent Island Park Festival in 
August. That fun continues well into fall with 
Borough Day, Fall Fest and Pumpkin Patch, the 
Haven Halloween parade and, of course, Trick-
or-Treat.

Details on these events can be found in this 
issue of Haven Highlights; but first, we start 
with Borough Day. Now celebrating its 38th 
year, the area’s largest street faire comes alive 
again on Saturday, Sept. 26.

Trains, food, entertainment … Oh my!
A popular feature returns once again, draw-

ing hundreds of fans to hop on the Reading 
Blue Mountain & Northern Railroad passenger 
train. Choose from three round-trip excursions 
– leaving at 11 a.m., 1 and 3 p.m. Riders are encour-
aged to purchase their tickets in advance to ensure 
seat availability. Boarding is at the RBM&N Train 
Station in the heart of the Borough Day festivities for 
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HAVEN HIGHLIGHTS
TM“The Little Town That Could”

Upcoming Fall Events to Enjoy in “The Little Town That Could!” TM

Borough Day, Pumpkin Patch, Halloween & More!

COMING EVENTS
SuNDAY, SEPT. 20 – SVCC Corvette Show, 9 a.m. to 3 

p.m., at Bubeck Park. Food, Music, Live Entertainment 
and a good time! Public is encouraged to attend!

SATuRDAY, SEPT. 26 – Borough Day, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
returns once again.  Many venues throughout the 
downtown and on Parkway. The area’s largest street 
faire celebrates its 38th year, rain or shine.

SuNDAY, OCT. 18 – Fall Fest & Pumpkin Patch, noon to 
5 p.m.; activities at Island Park. Raindate… Oct. 25.

TuESDAY, OCT. 27 – halloween Parade; staging begins 
at 6 p.m. at the high school parking lot and steps off  at 
7 p.m. Parade route is straight down Main Street to St. 
Charles St.

SATuRDAY, OCT. 31 – Trick-or-Treat in Schuylkill Haven, 
6 to 8 p.m., for children 12 years of 
age and younger. Residents inviting 
youngsters to ring their doorbell 
for a treat are asked to turn their 
porch light on, as an indication 
and for safety.

SOUTH SCHUYLKILL UNIFIED
Invest in the Future of Your Community!

Please Donate Today! See page 7!
ONE REGION • SHARED GOALS • REAL PROGRESS

age and younger. Residents inviting 
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www.RBMNRR-PASSENGER.com. Very limited quan-
tities may be possible on Borough Day.

Early risers are welcome to start the day with a Fire 
House Breakfast, beginning at 7 a.m., at the Schuylkill 
Hose Company #2, 51 S. St. Peter Street. Catch the R 
& J’s Big Yellow Shuttle downtown as vendors will line 
the streets with crafts, jewelry, baked goods, clothing, 
artwork and food starting at 9 a.m.

Just some of the food options include pork BBQ, 
fresh cut fries, steak sandwiches, ribs, Philadelphia 
soft pretzels, lemonade, ice cream, and funnel cake.

– Continued from Page 1

Haven Borough Day – Saturday, Sept. 26
In support of the local churches, many will be 

offering a great selection of hot food, baked goods, 
and items for sale. Sounds of blues, country, rock, 
Celtic and folk performers will entertain at every turn 
from multiple stages located throughout the down-
town area.

Parkway Playground
Borough Day’s purpose is to provide a day of 

fun for the whole family. Children are always a 
focus throughout the town, especially at Parkway 
Playground.

Listing only a sample of kids’ activities featured 
in past years are face painting, a mini-train ride, sand 
art, games, and the “Art Wall” of on-the-spot pic-
ture/graffiti creations. Other favorites that could be 
encountered roaming the 7-block festival site include 
street performers, the Give-‘N-Take jugglers, a stilt-
walker, mime, a magician, and much more. It’s all free! 

Details about events on Parkway and all of the 
Borough Day venues will be available online at www.
shboroughday.com or follow up-to-date happenings 
on Facebook.

Community pride
As residents of Schuylkill Haven, it’s important 

for all to remember that many people from outside 
our community attend Borough Day, enabling our 
town to show visitors the wonderful place in which 

– Continued on Page 6
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Conditions apply. Loans require credit approval. 82970-P2

HOME IMPROVEMENT | EDUCATION 
TRAVEL | DEBT CONSOLIDATION

Apply 
Today!

↙

What’s next on your  
list for 2026?

HOME EQUITY LINE OF CREDIT

myfccb.com
800 326 9486    

NMLS# 401353



– 4 –Haven Highlights AUGUST 2026

Hillside SPCA Needs A Financial “Rescue” of Its Own

Action Needed Now to Build a New “Big Dog House” 
Submitted/sponsored by Ralf & Diane Bzura & their rescue dog, Beezer; Email: beezerandco@comcast.net

Serving an area more than 780 square miles, 
Hillside SPCA is a vital lifeline for animals in need. 
It has saved and changed the lives of an estimated 
44,731 cats and kittens, 20,746 dogs and puppies, 
and over 2,132 other animals since 1986.

Hillside is a no-kill shelter. Animals stay as long 
as needed until they find a loving home. Each resident 
is given a name, quality food, cozy blankets, and the 
chance to thrive. It takes hundreds of thousands of 
dollars each year to keep Hillside’s doors open, but 
its mission remains unwavering: the physical and 
emotional well-being of the animals. Funded almost 
entirely by donations, every dollar is spent for the 
benefit of animals.

For four decades, the original Big Dog Building at 
Hillside SPCA has been a place of hope. It is where 
thousands of dogs (and originally cats, too) found 
safety after being abandoned, neglected, abused, 
injured, lost, or simply forgotten. It has been the 
place where frightened dogs learned to trust again 
and where forever families found their best friends. 

Today, that building has reached the end of its 
life. It no longer can pass inspection and repairs are 
no longer possible. When that happens, they will no 
longer be able to house dogs. 

Imagine Hillside not being there to rescue a dog 
tied to a tree in the woods, a puppy that was hit by a 
car, a senior dog whose owner passed away, or a litter 
of unwanted puppies.

For that reason, Hillside SPCA is asking all of us to 
support their current “Capital Campaign.” Its goal is 
to demolish the Big Dog Building and replace it with 
a safe, modern facility that will serve homeless dogs 
for decades to come… a building designed to meet 
their needs, protect the animals and staff, and ensure 
Hillside can continue answering the call when animals 
need them the most. 

This isn’t just a building project. It’s a promise 
that future generations of homeless dogs will always 
have a safe place to land. Every donated dollar holds 
the promise to secure the future of local dog rescue. 
For more information go to: www.hillsidespca.com.

Donations can be made online through PayPal at 
https://www.hillsidespca.com/donate/… or, mail a 
check to Hillside SPCA, P.O. Box 233, Pottsville, PA 
17901. Write “Capital Campaign” on the memo line.

All contributions are tax deductible to the fullest 
extent of the law.

VISIT LOCAL SHELTERS TO ADOPT – DON’T SHOP!

3 locations in Schuylkill County

William C. Pugh
Supervisor

1818 Mahantongo St
Pottsville, PA 17901

570-622-0230

Cremation Services
26 Chestnut St

Cressona, PA 17929
570-385-3050

C. Elmer Ebling
Supervisor

25 E Main St
Sch Haven, PA 17972

570-385-3381

Caitlyn Haus
Supervisor
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Hillside  sPCA  desPerAtely  needs  funding

Always report backyard and farmhouse breeders (less than 1% are legal - no matter what they tell you) 
to the PA Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals: 866-601-7722. Immediately report any farm 
or domestic animal abuse to the PA State Police. ILLEGAL BREEDING and ANIMAL ABUSE IS A CRIME.

This request to adopt or foster a shelter pet and to provide desperately needed financial support is sponsored by:  
Ralf and Diane Bzura and their rescue dog BEEZER.  Email: beezerandco@comcast.net

PleAse  dOnAte  nOw!

5

Donations can be made online through PayPal at https://www.hillsidespca.com/donate/    
You can also mail checks to Hillside SPCA, Inc., PO Box 233, Pottsville, PA 17901.  

Please indicate “Capital Campaign” on the memo line. Hillside SPCA, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corp.

Hey you! 

yes you!

 You grown-ups gotta  

  donate right now, 

  or 60 doggies might
  be homeless!   be homeless!

tHe  time  tO  ACt  is  nOw!  
 For more than 40 years, the 
 original Big Dog Building at 
 Hillside SPCA has been a place 
 of hope, where thousands of 
 dogs have found safety. 

 After four decades of wear and  
 tear this building is at the end 
 of its life – repairs are no longer  
 possible and it won’t pass  
 inspection. 

 A failed inspection means all 
 60 dogs will have to go but   
 where? All other shelters are full. 

Hillside must build now!

For more information go to:
www.hillsidespca.com
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nation and partnering with Penn State Schuylkill on a 
fun regional scarecrow festival this fall.

These proj-
ects can bring 
new activity, in-
vestment, visi-
tors, and com-
munity pride to 
Schuylkill Hav-
en, but we need 

your ideas and energy to make them successful. Email 
our Executive Director at deberhart@southschuylkill-
unified.com with questions and ideas, or to schedule 
a meeting.

Visit southschuylkillunified.org to explore up-
coming events, learn more about our work, and find a 
volunteer opportunity that fits your interests. Join us 
as we build a stronger South Schuylkill region!

Island Park Car Show
Each year the Schuylkill Valley Corvette Club 

holds its annual car show at Bubeck Park on the 3rd 
Sunday in September, this year on September 20, 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. There are between 80 to 100 
cars each year at the show. Trophies are awarded to 
the top 3 corvettes in each class.

Incorporated in May of 1964, the Corvette Club is 
a spin-off of the Schuylkill Valley Sports Car Club that 
was active in the late 1950s and early 1960s.

we live. Longtime merchants, as well as newly opened 
businesses, have an opportunity to invite new cus-
tomers into their stores and to serve regular patrons.

Schuylkill Haven has much to offer, and Borough 
Day is a special way for us to share our warmth and 
fellowship with others outside the community.

For more information and a time schedule of per-
formers and events, pick up a brochure soon to be  
available at local businesses in and around Schuylkill 
Haven and on placemats at area eateries. Or, be sure 
to make your first stop on Borough Day at the infor-
mation booth located at the train station railroad 
crossing on Main Street.

Building South Schuylkill vitality
Exciting progress is happening at South Schuylkill 

Unified! Recent accomplishments include launching 
our new website, adopting a community-driven mis-
sion and vision, strengthening our volunteer commit-
tees, raising funds for Schuylkill Haven’s future Facade 
Improvement Grant Program, and assisting Cressona 
with planning for the future of its community pool.

What does this mean for Schuylkill Haven resi-
dents? We are working to create a stronger downtown, 
support local businesses, attract new businesses to 
vacant storefronts, improve way-finding signs, and 
better connect downtown with our parks and trails. 
We are also pursuing Pennsylvania Main Street desig-

– Continued from Page 2

– Continued on Page 8

1117 Chestnut Road • Orwigsburg, PA
(1-1/4 Miles from Blinker Light – Rt. 443 East)

Open 7 Days/Week • 570-449-6533
        Facebook.com/SteinFarmMarket        Facebook.com/SteinFarmMarket

Fresh Picked Farm Produce
Our Farm to Your Table!

WE ARE A CENTuRY FARM!

Available IN SEASON
Sweet Corn • Stein’s Jars • Cues

Tomatoes • Lopes • Melons
 Beans • Beets • Peppers • Pears

Eggplant • Squash • Apples
Potatoes •  Onions • Fall Decor
Pumpkins • Eggs • Straw/Hay

https://steinsfarm.com

Coming in September:
Fall Mums & Apple Cider

Many Activities & Events In the Coming Months
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– Continued from Page 6
 The Club and its members have taken on a “plea-

sure driving” approach and a practical show-and-
judging attitude toward Corvette enthusiasm.

The Corvette Club helps with the Island Car Show 
and the Island Park Committee does the cooking. 
Proceeds from the kitchen go to the further develop-
ment of Island Park.

So, come out and see the cars and enjoy a good 
lunch while you are there at the show.

Pumpkin Patch at Island Park
Catch some Fall Fever at the Island Pumpkin Patch 

on Sunday, Oct. 18 from noon to 5 p.m. Come out and 
join us on the Island in Schuylkill Haven for an after-
noon of fun for the whole family.

Pick and paint a pumpkin, enjoy a family hayride, 
take a stroll along the River Trail, make your own 
s’mores, and have the kids release some of their ener-
gy in a bounce house. There will be lots to do…chow 
down in the pie-eating contest for adults and young-
sters, have the kids take part in a Pumpkin Toss, take 
a guess in our Guessing Games, and much more.

Enjoy delicious food from our concession stand, 
featuring bean soup, hamburgers, cheeseburgers, hot 
dogs, and French Fries. Or, maybe choose chicken ten-
ders, pizza, funnel cake, ice cream, and fall favorites 
of apple dumplings and apple cider.

Admission is free and the parking is also free! Put 
the date on your calendar and come out and catch the 

fall fever. Proceeds from this event go towards the 
continued development of Island Park. 

In the event of rain, this event could be moved to 
Sunday, Oct. 25, if necessary.

Halloween shrieks and scares
Halloween is a special time in Schuylkill Haven.  

This year’s Halloween Parade will be featured Tuesday, 
Oct. 27.

As in the past, the parade will form on the 
Avenues and the Schuylkill Haven Area High and 
Elementary School parking lots, beginning at 6 p.m. 
Marchers, floats, and service vehicles will begin the 
parade, stepping off at 7 p.m. down East and West 
Main streets, ending at St. Charles Street.

Trick-or-Treat – Youngsters dressed as princess-
es, super heroes, movie characters, ghosts 
and goblins are invited to go door-
to-door during Schuylkill Haven’s 
designated Trick-or-Treat on 
Halloween night, Saturday, Oct. 
31 from 6 to 8 p.m.. Inclement 
weather could postpone the fun 
until Sunday, Nov. 1. Children 
12-years of age and younger are able to participate, 
but should canvas streets in a group or accompanied 
by a responsible adult.

Residents are asked to have their porch light on, 
or some other inviting gestures, as a sign that the 

Pottsville   •   Orwigsburg   •   Shenandoah   •   Ravine   •   Hegins

Main Office: 10 Westwood Road • Pottsville, PA  17901

&
570-622-5933

WFJlaw.net
570-628-3234

PennNationalAbstract.com

Full Service Law Firm Title Insurance Company

– Continued on Page 10

Many Activities & Events In the Coming Months
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As a local agent, 
I’m here for you. 

Retirement Life Business Home Auto

#

SERVING PENNSYLVANIA FOR 22 YEARS.# 

At the Anthony Mercado Agency, we have a long history
of doing what’s right. That includes a tradition of
personal attention, and being right here in Orwigsburg
and Allentown to help you protect what’s most important.

Not all Nationwide affiliated companies are mutual companies and not all Nationwide members are insured by a mutual company. Nationwide, Nationwide is On Your Side, and the Nationwide N and Eagle are service marks of Nationwide Mutual 
Insurance Company. © 2018 Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. NPR-0784AO (06/18)

7540 Windsor Dr., Ste. 107
Allentown, PA 18195

217 E. Market St.
Orwigsburg, PA 17961

Anthony Mercado
mercada3@nationwide.com

570-366-2368

 

Je� Spotts
President

Mike Sterner
Managing Agent

SPOTTS INSURANCE GROUP
19 E. Main St.
Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
spotts4insurance.com
m.sterner@nationwide.com
(570) 385-1911

29
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children are welcome to ring the bell and get a treat. 
Parents and chaperones are asked to be diligent with 
young children when crossing streets and making 
them aware of vehicular traffic.

Country Christmas Concert
Mended Heart and the Pine Grove Theater have 

scheduled three performances of a Country Christmas 
Concert & Celebration 2026. Choose among Saturday, 
Dec. 5 at 6 p.m. and two shows on Sunday, Dec. 6… a 
matinee at 2 p.m. or an evening show at 7 p.m.

Previous year concerts have been sold out well in 
advance. Reserved seats are offered with a $15 dona-
tion per seat. A remittance coupon and additional 
information can be found in the advertisement on the 
back page of this issue of Haven Highlights.

The country-style Christmas concert features a 
variety of professional musicians and vocalists that 
have joined together over the past several years to 
bring this concert to the community. In its first year, 
the attendance – a one-night performance – drew 350 
people. Last year the attendance was nearly 1,000 
people over the two days and three performances.

Due to the growth of the audience and the over-
whelming response, the concert venue is once again 
at the Pine Grove Theater, 213 South Tulpehocken 
St., in Pine Grove. Parking is available at School Yard 
Square, just one block from the theater. Shuttle ser-

vice to the front door of the theater is being provided 
by Newhurst Bus Company.

Schuylkill Scarecrow Festival
Businesses, non-profits, community groups, 

churches, families and individuals throughout south-
ern Schuylkill County are invited to register… then 
create their display featuring a “Scarecrow” scene 
during October.

The inaugural Schuylkill Scarecrow Festival is a 
project of the Penn State Schuylkill’s Future Business 
Leaders of America (FBLA) Collegiate, in partnership 
with Penn State Schuylkill Art Space, South Schuylkill 
Unified and Schuylkill Connects.

With the theme “Create Something from Nothing,” 
this family-friendly festival hopes to create an out-
door gallery of imaginative scarecrow displays using 
repurposed, reclaimed and recycled materials.

Registration opens in August; scarecrow construc-
tion and display takes place in September; judging 
and People’s Choice voting will be held throughout 
October, with displays featured from October 1 
through 31.

Registration costs are $20 for businesses and $10 
for nonprofit organizations, residents and families. 
Prizes will be awarded in numerous categories.

For additional information, registration details, 
and the official festival map, visit sl.psu.edu/scare-
crow.

Local military history on Borough Day
The Schuylkill Haven Area Historical Society will 

once again have “Open House” on Borough Day – 
Saturday, Sept. 26 – from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The Society 
headquarters and holdings are located at 10 West 
Columbia Street, along the railroad tracks and just off 
W. Union Street.

As in prior years, there will be a special display 
of local history items and vintage newspaper articles 
devoted to a specific topic. This year that topic is 
Schuylkill Haven’s involvement in U.S. Military affairs, 
from the Revolutionary War to recent times.

Specific displays include collections acquired by 
the Historical Society of Col. James Schwenk and 
General Gary Sausser, with other memorabilia, such 

– Continued on Page 12
Shelby
Walton

Carter
Strouse

Stacy
Brignola

Alejandro
Serrano

Williams Insurance Svcs Ltd
1124 Centre Turnpike

Orwigsburg, PA  17961
570-366-2886

Please Call Or Stop By!

– Continued from Page 8

Many Activities & Events In the Coming Months
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Serving Our Community and Beyond

End of Life Services

Serving Our Community and Beyond

End of Life Services

Serving Our Community and Beyond

End of Life Services

Diagnostics

Surgery

Dentistry

Vaccinations

Wellness & Preventative Care
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as uniforms and items from other individuals related 
to military service. Stop in and enjoy!

Tree City USA – 32 years straight
Schuylkill Haven Borough is one of the longest-

running communities in the region to be honored 
with the Tree City USA designation since 1993 by the 
Arbor Day Foundation. 

A flag was presented on Arbor Day this year, April 
24. Pictured are, from left, William McConnel Thomas,  
Service Forester; Jerry Bowman (former) and Thomas 
Gordon (current) Borough Council presidents; and 
Schuylkill Haven Mayor John Williams.

Dustin’s Aventureland Access for All
Dustin’s Adventureland Access for All and the 

Pottsville Free Public Library are proud to announce 
the Grand Opening of the Schuylkill Sensory Lending 
Library.

The lending library allows families to explore a 
variety of sensory products before making the finan-
cial commitment to purchase them. By offering these 
resources through the Pottsville Library, families 
throughout Schuylkill County will have the opportuni-
ty to discover what works best for their child’s unique 
needs in the comfort of their own home.

Families and anyone interested in learning more 
about sensory resources are encouraged to reach out 
by calling 570-622-8880 or visit the Pottsville Library 
at 215 West Market St. in the city. Library hours are 
Monday thru Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.; Friday 
and Saturday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Spend an afternoon at Hawk Mountain
Music on the mountain! The Gabriel Chamber 

Ensemble will present a “Stars, Stripes, and Strings!” 
concert at Hawk Mountain Sanctuary on Sunday, Sept. 
13, beginning at 2 p.m.

Celebrate the spirit of America through music that 
is both timeless and inspiring. This program weaves 
together familiar favorites and vibrant discoveries in 
this beautiful setting.

Fall cleanup accepts large and small
The Schuylkill County Office of Solid Waste & 

Recycling will hold its annual Fall Cleanup & Recycling 
Event in Schuylkill Haven Borough – Sept. 17 & 18 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Saturday, Sept 19 from 8 
a.m. to 12 noon – at the compost site at the southern 
end of St. Charles St. Additional information is posted 
on the Borough website and Facebook page.

Attorneys join WF&J Law Firm
Schuylkill County’s largest and oldest law firm, 

Williamson Friedberg & Jones, proudly announces 
the addition of two new associate attorneys—Jessica 
Halina Eckrote and Joseph B. Colletti—to support the 
firm’s continued growth and expansion.

Both have joined WFJ Law’s 
Elder Law & Estate Planning Group, 
where their practices will focus on 
asset protection and wealth pres-
ervation planning, long-term care 
planning, estate planning (wills and 
trusts), and estate administration.

WFJ Law continues to experi-
ence significant growth across mul-
tiple practice 

areas. As part of the firm’s long-
term strategic development plan, 
WFJ Law anticipates hiring three 
additional associate attorneys in 
2026 to support its expanding cli-
ent base and ensure the firm main-
tains the highest level of service.

– Continued from Page 10

Many Activities & Events In the Coming Months

Newsletter Particulars
“Haven Highlights” is a quarterly newsletter 

of the Borough of Schuylkill Haven distributed to 
3,000 households within the borough.

The newsletter is designed and printed by
South Schuylkill Printing & Publishing

960 E. Main St. • Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
Ph: 570-385-3120

E-mail: printing@southschuylkill.net
www.SouthSchuylkillPrinting.net

Publication dates for the next 3 issues are
November 12, 2026; February 18 and May 20, 2027

News Submittals
Nonprofit and community organizations within 

the Borough are invited to submit news items for 
consideration. Written submittals must be received 
by Kaitlyn Tinari in the Borough Offices, secre-
tary@schuylkillhaven.org or call 570-385-2841 for 
info, four weeks prior to the publication date.

Advertising
Businesses wishing to reach every house-

hold in the Borough of Schuylkill Haven are in-
vited to advertise in future issues. Contact South 
Schuylkill Printing & Publishing for more informa-
tion by calling Barb @ 570-385-3120. All adver-
tisements must be received at least three weeks 
prior to the publication dates. Ad content is sub-
ject to approval and acceptance by the Borough of 
Schuylkill Haven.
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Schuylkill Haven Free Public Library

Meet Melissa Hepler, Haven’s New Library Director
Melissa Hepler is happy to return to southern 

Schuylkill County, She brings with her a vast back-
ground and more than two decades of experiences 
that make her an ideal choice to be the new Library 
Director at the Schuylkill Haven 
Free Public Library. She began her 
new assignment on July 1.

Melissa is a Cressona native… 
raised here from childhood and a 
graduate of Blue Mountain High 
School. Her passion was to pur-
sue a career in Library Science, 
having obtained a Masters Degree 
(MLS) in that field from Clarion 
University of Pennsylvania, now a 
campus of Pennsylvania Western 
University… or PennWest Clarion.

She has spent the last 20+ 
years serving the Baltimore Coun-
ty and Harford County Public Li-
brary systems in Maryland. With 
family still in southern Schuylkill 

County, she feels 
fortunate to have 
the opportunity to 
bring her knowl-
edge back home 
to now serve our 
community.

Still getting her 
feet on the ground 
here, she admits 
the best informa-
tion source right 
now about the Li-
brary and for up-to-
date programming 
announcements is 
its Facebook page… 
search Schuylkill 
Haven Public Li-

brary! The Library is located at 104 Saint John St. at 
the intersection with Union St. You can contact the 
Library by calling 570-385-0542 or email schhavenli-
brary104@gmail.com.

High on her “to do” list 
is to enhance and schedule 
ongoing programming to 
fit the interests and needs 
of all age groups, making 
the Library a frequent stop 
for residents and visitors. 
An easily-remembered 
website domain and site 
for reliable current infor-
mation is also a “must.”

Two features currently 
at the Library that should 
attract a lot of attention is 
the public jigsaw puzzle, 
pictured with this article, 
and the fascinating art of 
“Book Folding.” So, stop 
in… add a few more pieces 
to the puzzle and search 

the Library for numerous folded-book examples. You 
will be amazed! Ask for Stephanie, a Library employee, 
to find out how it’s done.

FINDING THE RIGHT FIT – As Library Director, 
Melissa has laid out all the puzzle pieces, now 
determining how best to put them together to 
make the Schuylkill Haven Library a focal point 
of activity for all. She invites everyone to stop in 
for a meet-and-greet and to add their own pieces 
to this picture – a community jigsaw puzzle.

NEW BOOK RELEASES, DVDs & 
AUDIO BOOKS, OH MY! – Your 
Schuylkill Haven Free Public 
Library is a tremendous local 
resource. Use public-accessible 
computers or bring your tablet 
and use the Library’s WiFi.

Code Enforcement
Trash & storage

Remember to remove all trash 
and recycling containers from 
street view as soon as possible after 
the scheduled pick-up day.

Recyclables may not coming-
le with any household trash/
rubbish. Prior to pick-up, keep 
recyclables in the Anthracite 
Waste Services containers out of 
street view, if possible.

Remember to remove all trash 
and recycling containers from 
street view as soon as possible after 
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It’s been a great summer plus more ahead
As summer comes to a close and we welcome the 

fall season, it is a great time to reflect on another 
terrific summer in Schuylkill Haven. From our annual 
fireworks celebration to recreation programs, com-
munity activities, and special events, there were many 
opportunities for residents, families, and visitors to 
come together and enjoy all that our community has 
to offer.

These events would not be possible without the 
dedication of our Borough employees, volunteers, 
community organizations, local businesses, and resi-
dents who contribute their time and support through-
out the year. Thank you to everyone who helped make 
this summer memorable.

While we celebrate a successful summer, we are 
also looking ahead. Several projects are planned that 
will continue to improve our parks, public spaces, and 
community infrastructure.

Improvements along Parkway will include side-
walk updates designed to enhance the appearance, 
accessibility, and walk-ability of this important area 
of the Borough. At Saylor Street Playground, aging 
playground equipment is planned for replacement, 
providing children and families with an improved 
place to play and gather.

Planning is also underway for future improve-
ments at Bubeck Park, including updates to the bath-
room. Bubeck Park is one of our community’s most 
valued recreational spaces, and we want to ensure it 
remains welcoming and enjoyable for residents and 
visitors of all abilities.

Looking further ahead, the Borough is also pre-
paring for future improvements to the police station. 
These investments will help ensure that our facilities 
continue to meet the needs of our Police Department 
and the community for years to come.

Each of these projects is part of a larger effort to 
continue moving Schuylkill Haven forward. We want 
our Borough to be a community where people are 
proud to live, where families want to stay and grow, 
and where visitors feel welcome to explore our parks, 
businesses, events, and downtown.

There is much to look forward to. We’re excited to 
continue working together to make Schuylkill Haven 
an even better place to live, work, visit, and call home.

Stay informed with Savvy Citizen
Schuylkill Haven Borough is using Savvy Citizen 

as its community notification system to provide resi-
dents with timely information and important updates.

For Borough water customers, 
signing up is especially impor-
tant. Water main breaks, boil 
water advisories, service inter-
ruptions, and other urgent water 
notifications will be communi-
cated through Savvy Citizen. 
Residents who are not enrolled 
may miss these important alerts.

Savvy Citizen is free. 
Notifications can be received by 
the app, text message, or email. 
Download the Savvy Citizen app 
on your smartphone or tablet, or 

sign up online at www.savvycitizenapp.com/signup.
When registering, be sure to select the “Public 

Safety” category to receive important Borough alerts. 
We encourage all residents and businesses to sign up 
and stay connected. A few minutes to register can 
help ensure you have the information you need when 
it matters most.

Borough Administrator’s “State of the Borough”

A Better Place to Live, Work, Visit, and Call Home

Jessica Seiders
Borough Admin.

Borough Tax Collector
Schuylkill Haven Borough Tax Collector office 

hours for the remainder of the year are by appoint-
ment by calling 570-385-1313 (please leave a mes-
sage) or 570-990-6821.

I check in at my office in the Recreation and Senior  
Center, 340 Haven Street, numerous times during the 
week for messages and mail. Those with questions or 
needing help can also call the Borough Office at 570- 
385-2841 and leave a message with the Borough Sec-
retary. The tax office can also be reached by email at 
taxcollector@schuylkillhaven.org.

For last minute taxpayers, my office will be open 
the last few days of 2026 – Monday through Thursday, 
Dec. 28-31 – from noon to 2 p.m. for cash or money 
order payments only.

Borough property tax and per capita tax bills are 
in the penalty phase, now until the end of December. 
Any Real Estate or Per Capita bill not paid by then 
will be turned over to Tax Claim for collection and 
any additional service fees. Everyone’s Per Capita tax 
amount is $11 per bill during the penalty period.

Tax bills may be paid by check or money order 
only. Anyone paying a tax bill after Dec. 14 should 
pay by cash or money order so that payments can be 
properly credited by Dec. 31. Keep in mind your tax is 
not paid until the check clears the bank.

When paying a tax bill, include the proper amount 
on the check. If the check is incorrect for any reason, 
it will be returned to the taxpayer.

– Jake Whetstone, Tax Collector

“Shun” Property Maintenance
Inspira “Shun”
Inclina “Shun”
Dedica “Shun”

Perspira “Shun”
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Schuylkill Haven Lions Club – We Serve!
Upcoming community events for 

the Schuylkill Haven Lions is topped 
off with our annual Borough Day 
Food & Basket Raffle event… this 
year on Saturday, Sept. 26… with 
good food and great prizes. As al-
ways, food specials will be plentiful. 
We’ll be at our usual spot near the M & T Bank front 
entrance and drive-thru along Main St. near the train 
station.

Our Memorial Day Pancake Breakfast was a big 
success as we raised $1,500 for youth activities. This 
event is a fundraiser for youth activities and the 
Schuylkill Haven Lions Summer Baseball Team. With 
the help of Southern Area Lions Baseball, we serve 
all-you-care-to-eat pancakes and sausage. The cost is 
$10 per person and served from 7-to-10 a.m. at the 
Schuylkill Haven Area High School cafeteria.  

Our biggest event of the year is the Lions Founda-
tion Scholarship program. The Schuylkill Haven Lions 
Club awarded 10 scholarships of $1,500 each at our 
July 20 meeting. Since its inception, our program has 
awarded over $200,000 through our Lions Foundation 
in scholarship funding to students enrolled in medical 
profession studies. Any one interested in this program 
can contact the Schuylkill Community Foundation.

Our summer and early fall meetings are held in 
beautiful Bubeck Park and open to anyone interested. 
Come out to the Lion’s Pavilion the first or third Mon-
days at 6:30 p.m.

The club will be gearing up for the Schuylkill Ha-
ven Halloween Parade. Look for our hot dog and drink 

stand on the parade route. We will be at the train sta-
tion with the best food deal at the parade.

Used eyeglasses are a big part of what we do. We 
continue to collect used glasses to be repurposed for 
sight-related issues. Used glasses can be dropped at 
Bubeck Park, Dr. Machamer’s office on Parkway, and 
Dr. Roberts’ office on East Main St.

Lion Harry Rubright honored
The  Melvin Jones Award is the highest honor to 

be attained throughout the worldwide brotherhood of 
Lions International. At our July 20 scholarship meet-
ing, this honor was bestowed on Schuylkill Haven Lion 
Harry Rubright. Lion Harry has been a Lion since 1979 
(47 years) and is a long-standing officer in the club. 

Harry is also Chairman of the Scholarship Commit-
tee. The Pottsville Republican had a very nice article 
about Harry and the Scholarship meeting, along with 
photos. Great reading; congratulations Lion Harry!

Become a member; do good things
The Lions are in need of new members… as we 

are an aging club. Anyone wishing to serve his or her 
community and help people in need are encouraged 
to join. Lions do many worthwhile things to help the 
youth of the community, assist residents with eye-
glass exams and purchases, and recognize and honor 
high school seniors at award time. To continue these 
efforts, we need help to do so. Contact Jake Whetstone 
for more information at 570-990-6821.

The Lions are always first in sight and can assist 
with certain issues relating to vision or eye care for 
our local residents. Always remember Lions Care. 

Borough Utilities and Recreation Services
Parks and Recreation

This summer has been extremely busy. We 
launched a successful Indoor Flea Market and Craft 
Fair, Coffee and Connections 55+, and Board Game 
Club. Our NFL Flag Football program watched 170 par-
ticipants take the field this season. And, year No. 2 of 
the Recreational Adult Slow-Pitch Softball League is 
off-and-running with seven teams scheduled to play. 

This July, the Recreation Department was excited 
to host our annual Food Trucks and Fireworks event 
at the Island Park. The event was a huge success… 
the fireworks from SkyShooters Displays were fantas-
tic, as usual, and we enjoyed an amazing performance 
from the Radioactive Munsters. Come join us next 
year… we’ll do it again next summer on Saturday, July 
10, 2027. 

Our Halloween Parade is slated for Tuesday, Octo-
ber 27 this fall. Registration will be available through 
the Recreation Center or email havenrec@comcast.net. 
The 2026 parade route will continue to start at the 
high school and go down Main St., ending at the in-
tersection of St. Charles and W. Main streets. Because 
scheduling is critical, there is no rain date for this 
event.

Biddy Basketball registration will open in early 

September for both boys and girls, kindergarten 
through 6th grade. Both boys and girls will compete 
in separate divisions for the 2026-27 seasons. Anyone 
interested in being a volunteer coach should contact 
the Recreation Department at havenrec@comcast.net. 

We are very excited to announce we will be offer-
ing girls’ volleyball clinics for 5th thru 8th graders on 
Sundays during September and October.

The Recreation Department is looking forward to 
seeing you at our upcoming events. To stay up-to-date 
with all of our Recreation News, follow us on Facebook.

– Darle & Mykal, Recreation Staff

Water Treatment Plant
UGGH! MY WATER TASTES LIKE CHLORINE! Well, 

we’re sorry for that; but, it’s beyond our control. As 
a treatment facility, we have regulations and proce-
dures that require compliance. 

These regulations are set by two governmen-
tal agencies – first you have the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) in Washington D.C. and then 
we have the Department of Environmental Protection 
(DEP) in Pennsylvania.

When the water enters the distribution system 
from our storage tanks at Willow Lake, there is a 

– Continued to Page 16
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– Continued from Page 15

minimum level of chlorine that must enter the sys-
tem. Our system consists of approximately 50 miles 
of pipeline. Consumers at the beginning get hit harder 
than those at the end of the system. Requirements call 
for a minimum level at the end, known as a residual. 
This number tells us that our disinfection is working 
throughout the system and the residual is the little 
bit we have left over. In the past, this number was set 
at 0.02 mg/L; it now has been increased to 0.20mg/L.

We check for this minimum number once per 
week. Samples are checked for Total Coli Form 
Bacteria. There are seven DEP-designated collection 
sites in our system, mainly close to the ends of the 
system. 

There are three basic mechanisms by which coli-
form bacteria can occur in treated drinking water. 
First is break-through from the treatment process, 
possibly from a high turbidity reading at the plant 
that would trigger an alarm for the operators.

Secondly, coliforms can regrow typically in the 
bio films in the distribution system. We try to control 
this with a chemical addition at the plant and through 
flushing the system two times during the year.

And, thirdly, organisms result from a recontami-
nation of the treated water within the distribution 
pipeline system. This could come from events such 
as a water leak or water main break, thus triggering a 
“Boil Water Advisory.” This is for your safety and is a 

requirement. We also try to have enough chlorine in 
the system to control this type of contamination until 
the issue, if any, is corrected.

So, the next time you take a drink of your water 
and taste or smell some chlorine, don’t complain. Feel 
safe, it’s for your protection. Here’s a quick fix… fill a 
pitcher and put it in the fridge overnight. The chlorine 
will dissipate on its own.

– George Purcell, Foreman

Water Distribution / Wastewater Collection
Well, the days are growing shorter and the morn-

ing air is cooler. Leaves will soon be changing color 
and starting to drop; so, it must mean fall is nigh.

In my department, fall brings with it one semian-
nual and one annual maintenance project each year.

Every spring and fall, we clean our water distribu-
tion system and check our fire hydrants. This flushing 
serves two functions – it cleans out the water main 
lines and moves fresh-treated water around the sys-
tem.

Each year in October, we subcontract with Dukes 
to apply an EPA-approved herbicide to our sewer col-
lection system in areas that are lined with mature  
trees. This process kills the tree roots that enter our 
aged 1950s sewer collection system thru cracks and 
defective joints, preventing major sewer blockages.

Because we live in a very old town that has many 
beautiful mature trees, this has always been an issue. 
What we did was to identify the trouble areas that had 
re-occurring blockages and divided them into four 
years of treatment. 

This also spreads the cost out over the four years 
and maintains Duke’s guarantee. The end result? No 
more sewer blockages in these areas and beautiful 
trees in our community. Be assured that both of these 
tasks are vital to the Borough, providing you with 
trouble-free utilities.

Note: The Borough Water Department will be 
replacing the water main line on Columbia Ave. 
(Cressona) due to several main breaks in recent years. 
As always, please find an alternate route as the road 
will be closed to all traffic. Work is expected to begin 
in the August timeframe. Remember, it is a temporary 
inconvenience for permanent improvements.  

– Carter Hoffman, Foreman

Highway Department
Yard waste will be collected every second Friday of 

the month and every Friday in the month of Novem-
ber. Please, do not mix household garbage with the 
compost causing it not to be picked up.

To report a pothole or blocked storm drain, please 
contact the Borough Office at 570-385-2841.

The remaining street sweeper schedule will take 
place Sept. 1–4; Oct. 6–9, and Nov. 3–6 .

– Brian O. Murray, Foreman 

Wastewater Treatment Plant
What a busy summer 2026 has been! Between va-

cations, family time, and enjoying the beautiful weath-
er, it has been a great season. At the wastewater plant, 

Borough Utilities and Recreation Services

FREE Rx DELIVERY!

• Caring Professionals  
Who Listen 

• Special Medication  
Packaging

• Medication Synchronizing 
• Compounding Specialists 
• Diabetic Supplies 
• Wellness Products

570-345-4422  
10 East Pottsville Street, Pine Grove, PA 17963 

pinegroverx@gmail.com • PineGrovePharmacy.com

Try our  
Mobile  
App!
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Purchase of 4 Tires  
& 4 Wheel Alignment

See store for details.
Not valid with any other offer.  

Expires 8/30/19

$4000 OFF
Transmission 

Flush
Additional cost on additional parts 

may be required.  See store for 
details.  Not valid with any other 

offers.  Expires 8/30/19

$1000 OFF

Moyer’s Car Care

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC REPAIRS

102 South Rt. 183, Schuylkill Haven 
www.MoyersCarCare.net  

 

 
 
 

 

570-739-4477

Auto Parts & Service
24 Hour Towing

 
 
 
 
 
 

• Fleet Service
• Tune Ups
• Batteries
• Quality Discount Tires
• AC & Heating Repairs
 (including R-1234yf Systems)
• State Inspection

& Emissions Inspection

• Replace Engines
& Transmissions

• Major Engine Repairs
• Fuel Injection
• Computer Diagnostics & 

Repairs
• Brakes    • Alignments
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Auto Parts & Service • 24 Hour Towing

7/31/22

$  5 OFF00
Additional cost on parts & labor may be 
required. See store for details. Not valid 

with any other off ers. Exp. 9/30/2026

Any Purchase of 
$30 or More

3/31/2023

$  5 OFF00
Any Interstate 

Automotive Battery

OFF
Additional cost on parts & labor may be 
required. See store for details. Not valid 
with any other off ers. Exp. 9/30/2026

Borough Utilities and Recreation Services
we’ve had plenty of adventures of our own.

Each summer, we schedule our annual tank clean-
ings. The process is fairly straightforward, but re-
quires careful planning, strict safety measures, and an 
understanding that anyone entering the tank is prob-
ably going to be a little smelly by the end of the day.

The first step is planning. We need to make sure 
the weather will cooperate so we can drain, clean, in-
spect, and refill a tank before the next rainstorm. Be-
fore draining begins, we also remove as many solids 
from the bottom of the tank as possible.

Once the tank is empty, we begin washing it down 
using a 1-1/2 inch fire hose. This removes the remain-
ing solids and inorganic material, which are flushed 
to the sump pit and removed from the tank. After the 
tank is clean and dry, we prepare for entry. Typically, 
two operators enter the tank while a third remains 
topside to oversee safety and pass down tools as 
needed. We enter using ladders and safety harnesses, 
and everyone wears the appropriate personal protec-
tive equipment throughout the process.

Inside the tank, we carefully inspect all of the me-
chanical equipment that was previously submerged. 
We remove any rags and inorganic material that could 
not be washed away with the fire hose… often filling 
several five-gallon buckets. Every component is ex-
amined for excessive wear, chain slack, cracks, failing 
parts, proper equipment alignment, and other signs 
of potential problems. Once one side of the tank has 
been inspected, we repeat the process on the other.

It’s not the most glamorous job. It can be dirty, 
smelly, and sometimes even a little boring. However, 
these inspections are essential for preventing equip-
ment failures and reducing the risk of unexpected 
tank outages. Taking the time to be proactive during 
the summer helps us avoid having to be reactive dur-
ing the winter, when repairs are often more difficult 
and costly.

After the inspection is complete, we slowly refill 
the tank and return it to service. A typical tank clean-
ing is a five-day project: one day to drain and wash 
the tank, one or two days for inspections and main-
tenance, one day to refill, and the fifth day… well, 
that’s usually spent trying to get the smell out of your 
hands. We’ve found that lemons and vinegar seem to 
work pretty well!

During the cleaning process, you may notice some 
additional odors around the plant. As sludge on the 
bottom of the tanks is disturbed, it can release un-
pleasant smells. We do our best to minimize these 
odors, but they’re simply part of the job.

– Zack Faust, Foreman

Electric Department news
On-demand electricity may be as close as your 

nearest outlet or light switch; but, the journey it takes 
to get there is far from short and simple. The follow-
ing is a look at the fundamentals of how power travels 
from a power plant to your house.

1. The first step in electrical power starts with 
producing or generating energy in the form of elec-
tric current. This almost always comes from a power 

plant with a spinning electrical generator.
2. The power heads to a substation at the plant, 

where it is converted into a very high voltage so it can 
travel long distances on the transmission grid.

3. The transmission grid is comprised of wires 
carried on large towers that move the electrical power 
between the power plant and local substations.

4. At the local substation, the voltage is lowered 
using a transformer and carried to homes or busi-
nesses over distribution lines. These lines are wires 
typically supported by wood poles or buried under-
ground along roadways.

5. The power headed to your house will need to 
be stepped down to a lower voltage again. This is 
done using pole-mounted transformers (power poles 
with a gray transformer drum attached) and pad-
mounted transformers (usually green steel boxes on 
the ground).

6. Power from the transformers travels via an 
overhead or underground line to your house meter.

7. The meter is connected to the circuit breaker 
panel, containing fuses and breakers that keep wires 
from overheating and becoming dangerous.

8. The circuit breaker panel then connects the 
power to the outlets and switches in your home, 
bringing electricity into your daily routine to help pro-
vide comfort, convenience, security, entertainment 
and much more.

– Jim Haeseler, Electric Foreman
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FAITH CHURCH
loving God – loving people - serving the community

www.atfaithchurch.com

1168 Centre Turnpike
(next to Ark Rentals)

Orwigsburg, PA 17961
570-366-5131

Senior Pastor Doug Cresswell

Weekly
Celebration

Service
Sunday 10 a.m.

Online Service
Available

Faith Church
As another wonderful summer comes to a close, 

we are grateful for all God has done at Faith Church. It 
has been a season filled with celebration, fellowship, 
and lives being impacted. 

We recognized  our graduates and their accom-
plishments, cel-
ebrated families 
during our Child 
Dedication service, 
enjoyed great food 
and fun at our an-
nual church picnic, 

and were blessed with an incredibly successful Vaca-
tion Bible School. Wrapping up the summer, we ea-
gerly anticipate one of our favorite annual traditions, 
our baptism celebration.

As we look ahead to fall, we welcome the fresh, 
crisp air and the colors of the trees throughout our 
community. Fall also marks the beginning of our  
church-wide campaign, featuring a variety of small 
groups designed to help people grow in faith, build 
meaningful relationships, and engage in encouraging 
Bible discussions. Whether you are new to church or 
have attended for years, there is a place for you. Ev-
eryone is invited to be part of this exciting season.

Editor’s Note: Area churches are invited to submit news of events and services along with advertising to support 
this publication. Email South Schuylkill Printing & Publishing at printing@southschuylkill.net for pricing and info..

A Town’s Spirit Reflected Through Its Churches

We are also looking forward to launch new minis-
tries while continuing to strengthen the more than 40 
ministries already serving people. Our heart is to meet 
people where they are to encourage spiritual growth.

We are thrilled about the progress of our new 
building project. With the 3D renderings now com-
plete, we are excited to see the vision becoming a re-
ality. The new facility will provide additional space, 
ample parking, and greater opportunities to welcome 
and serve even more people comfortably and continue 
building God’s Kingdom.

If you are looking for a church to call home, we 
invite you to join us at Faith Church. Come experience 
heartfelt worship, practical biblical teaching, genu-
ine fellowship, and a church family that is passion-
ate about loving God, loving people, and serving our 
community. Our celebration services are Sundays at 
10 a.m. We would love to welcome you.

– Pastor Doug Cresswell

Grace Evangelical Congregational Church
You are our missing puzzle piece!
If you are a puzzle enthusiast, this is the perfect 

metaphor for understanding God’s calling. The body 
of Christ is like a puzzle. Every piece is important, and 
every piece is needed to complete His mission. 

In the same way, every 
spiritual gift is needed so 
that we can be who Christ 
has called us to be. Some 
gifts may be easy to recog-
nize, but perhaps you do not 
know what yours is yet. This 
is an invitation to join us at 
Grace EC Church, not only to 
discover your spiritual gift, 
but also to use it as part of 
the body of Christ.

Just as important as discovering and using your 
spiritual gift is knowing the word of God and grow-
ing in His truth. Join us for traditional worship at 
8:30 a.m. or contemporary worship at 10 a.m. during 
the summer and 10:45 a.m. beginning September 13, 
when our fall schedule goes into effect.  

Through our services, you will learn that our mis-
sion is to make disciples, beginning at home with our 
children. That is why our church is committed to help-
ing and guiding families in this important responsibil-
ity.

During the contemporary service, we have Simply 
Loved Junior Church, where our children from Pre-K 
through fifth grade will learn through songs, games, 
Bible lessons, and memory verses, how loved and pre-
cious they are to our Heavenly Father. We also offer 
Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., with classes for all ages, 
including adults.

For families with teens, in grades six through 12, 
Grace Youth Ministry (GYM) meets on Sundays. It 
provides a God-honoring environment where young 
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Please Join Us – Regular Mass Schedule
Saturday 5 p.m.

Sunday 8:15 and 10:30 a.m.
Weekdays – Monday to Friday 8:30 a.m.

First Fridays 12:30 p.m.
   St. Ambrose Catholic Church
   201 Randel Street
   Schuylkill Haven, PA  17972
             570-385-1031

www.stambrosehaven.com
Pastor: Rev. Msgr. Edward S. Zemanik, M.Div

SCAN FOR WEBSITE

A Town’s Spirit Reflected Through Its Churches
people can build lifelong relationships while learning 
what it means to follow Jesus in the middle of an ever-
changing culture. 

For those who connect with God through worship 
music, we also host Coffee & Worship events. These 
are free, family-friendly gatherings where you can en-
joy contemporary worship music, fellowship, prayer, 
coffee, and dessert. Our next event will be in Novem-
ber. Coffee & Worship is also another place where you 
can use your gifts. Whether your gift involves playing 
an instrument, organizing, serving, or volunteering, 
we would love to help you become part of this min-
istry.

At Grace EC Church, we are committed to mak-
ing disciples who make disciples. We are a family that 
wants to lead people to the Lord and help them dis-
cover, develop, and use their spiritual gifts for God’s 
Kingdom.

Come be a part of our family. You just may be the 
missing puzzle piece!

Saint Ambrose Roman Catholic Church
This year, St. Ambrose Parish has recognized its 

pastor, Monsignor Zemanik, as he celebrated 45 years 
to the priesthood, wished our beloved Father Thomas 
the best as he begins his new assignment as a pastor at 
St. Joseph Parish in Summit Hill, and welcomed newly 
ordained priest, Father James, to St. Ambrose. As we 
continue into the final quarter of 2026, we have many 
more upcoming services, events, and milestones. 

This year, the Diocese of Allentown – comprised 
of 78 parishes in Schuylkill, Berks, Carbon, Northamp-
ton, and Lehigh counties, marks its 65th year as a Dio-
cese. 

One of these parishes – our very own St. Ambrose 
– will be celebrating its 175th anniversary in Sep-
tember. St. Ambrose has a long and valued history 
in Schuylkill Haven and in Schuylkill County, having 
been established in 1851 as a mission church of St. 
Patrick Church in Pottsville. 

Bishop Schlert, of the Allentown Diocese, will cel-
ebrate Mass with us on Sunday, Sept. 27 at 3 p.m. A 
dinner in the parish center will follow. Tickets will be 
available from the parish office.

The next small group program, The Heart of 
Prayer, begins at the end of August and continues for 

eight consecutive weeks. Led by Minnesota Bishop An-
drew Cozzen, we will quiet our hearts and minds to 
hear the voice of God calling us in our life of prayer.

On Sunday, 
Oct. 4 at noon in 
front of the par-
ish center, we will 
honor St. Francis 
of Assisi, the pa-
tron saint of ani-
mals, by observing 
the ever-popular 
blessing of pets. 
All pets are wel-

come… four legged or no legs, furry or feathery, oink-
ing or barking. Please make sure your pet is leashed 
or caged for the peacefulness of all. In the event of 
inclement weather, remain in your vehicle and drive 
around the church circle for your pets’ blessing by 
Monsignor and Father James. 

Veterans’ Day Mass, honoring all veterans, will be 
held on Saturday, Nov. 7 at the 5 p.m. St. Ambrose 
Mass. 

You are always welcome to join us! For Mass and 
Adoration times, details on events, activities, and min-
istries, please scan the QR code in our ad, visit our 
parish website, or call the rectory. Please be sure to 
pick up a Welcome Bag when you visit our church.

In the next issue… introducing Father James! 
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Borough Day

Sept. 26

Pumpkin Patch

Oct. 18

A COuNTRY ChRISTMAS CONCERT & 
CELEBRATION RESERVATION FORM

Name:  ______________________________________________

Address:  ____________________________________________

 __________________________  Phone: ___________________

Email :_______________________________________________
Please Reserve the Following Seats for the Indicated Performance:
❑ 12/05/2026 6:00 PM    # SEATS _____
❑ 12/06/2026 2:00 PM    # SEATS _____     
❑ 12/06/2026 7:00 PM.   # SEATS_____   TOTAL ENCLOSED_________

MAIL CHECK AND RESERVATION FORM TO  PG  CHRISTMAS CONCERT / 83 HARRIS AVE. /PINE GROVE PA./ 17963
QUESTIONS OR INFORMATION – CALL 570-691-6673

Kick off  the holiday season – Enjoy a Coun-
try-style Christmas Concert with a Nashville 
sound in the magical ambience of the Historic 
Pine Grove Theater. The 2025 concerts saw 
nearly 1000 people attend these three con-
certs. Some tickets are already reserved for 
2026. There will be something for everyone, 

even a visit from Santa 
Claus himself.
EARLY RESERVATIONS ARE

STRONGLY SUGGESTED!
Don’t wait to reserve 

your seats! Prepurchase 
well in advance to guar-
antee seating. 

3 Shows…  Saturday, Dec. 5 – 6 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 6 – 2 p.m. & Sunday, Dec. 6 – 7 p.m.

FEATuRED PERFORMERS
Mended Heart  • Butch Flory 

Seger Family • Doug Tretter • Dan Clark
Eileen Hoffman • Kirk Wolfe Family
Jared & Katie Wehry • Cheryl Haas

Daphne & Graham Pinto • Scott Warner
Levi Seigfried • Crystal High 

Tom Hartman • Gracye Johnson
Tiff Maley Ina • Dale Cresswell 

Howard Taylor • Emily High • And More!

$15 Per Seat Thru 10/31/26
$20 Per Seat From 11/01/26

until Sold Out!


