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Introduction

With the assumption that their will be a wildland fire within Allegheny
Township at some point, why not decrease the likelihood of the event, by
requiring behavior modifications. The Goal is to mitigate out-of-control

fires to an irreducible minimum but allow recreational enjoyment!
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...ELEVATED RISK OF FIRE SPREAD THIS AFTERNOON...

A combination of dry and windy conditions this afternoon will
create an elevated risk of wildfire spread along and south of I-80.
Minimum relative humidity values will range from 20 to 30
percent accompanied by wind gusts between 20 and 30 mph.

Residents are urged to exercise caution if handling any potential
ignition sources, such as machinery, cigarettes, or matches. Hold
on to your cigarette butts! If dry grasses and tree litter begin

to burn, the fire will have the potential to spread rapidly.
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2025 Fire Related Events

« On 3-4-2025 - A small fire was set on a
hillside directly adjacent to a house
within 10-15 feet (open burning) to
burn brush. The fire spread through
the grass toward a dry field and around
the side of the house. The homeowner
was able to use a garden hose to keep
the fire somewhat under control. The
fire department hit hot spots with
approximately 100 gallons of water
from a brush truck.
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2025 Fire Related Events

« On 3-11-2025 — A fire ring was used to
burn some paper products and
branches when a burning leaf fell
outside the ring into the grass. The fire
spread toward the shed but was
extinguished without loss. The house
and shed (combustible structures) were
within 30 feet of the fire ring. The fire
did extend to the shed but was

extinguished prior to its loss.
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2025 Fire Related Events

« On 3-13-2025 — Landscapers cleaning
debris started a fire within a fire ring
in the River Forest part of the
township. The fire was left un-attended
by landscapers. The fire spread to the
adjacent logs and then to 2 - 250
gallon propane tanks. One of the
tanks was superheated and caused its
pressure relief valve to release. Flames
were sent into the air approximately
30-40 feet.
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Water Availability

« Don’t we have fire hydrants?

* Yes, however, we can see with the adjacent photo that

hydrants are spaced out in outlaying areas.

* Pumping water from the river or ponds is labor and
equipment intensive. This becomes problematic when
fires occur during the day given the availability of

volunteers.

* Moving water by using mutual aid companies and

tankers removes water from their districts.
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Westmoreland County Hazard Mitigation Plan
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Summary

By thinking outside the fire ring, we
can ignite forward thinking by
instituting a boundary to
recreationally enjoy fires but prevent

unnecessary loss.
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Thank you




