As of March 5, 2026,

Levy County has Extended the Burn Ban
an additional Seven days!



SECOND EXTENSION OF EMERGENCY DECLARATION AS
DECLARED BY RESOLUTION NUMBER 2026 — 5

DROUGHT AND WILDFIRE CONDITIONS (2026)

WHERREAS, pursuant to the authority granted in Chapter 30 of the Code of Ordinances of
Levy County, Flotida, on Thursday, February 12, 2026, the Board of County Commissioncrs
adopted Resolution No. 2026-5 declaring a local state of emergency in Levy County due to
prolonged dry conditions, drought indicators, and heightened risk of wildfire in the County (the
“Emergency Declaration™); and

WHEREAS, the County Manager has been informed by County Emergency Management
Staff that such conditions are expected to continue within the County over the next seven (7) days
promoting rapid fire prowth and continue to have the capacity to pose a significant, imminent and
dangerous threat to the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of the County; and

WHEREAS, Chapter 30 of the Lovy County Code as well as Resolution No. 2026-5
authorizes the chairman, or wice-chairman in absence of the chair, or couniy administrator in
ahsenoe of the chairman and vice-chairman, te extend the Emerpency Declaration in seven (7) day
increments until it is found that the threat or danger no longer exists.

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS HERERY FPROCLAIMED AND DECLARED THAT:
1. The local state of emergency as provided in the Emergency Declaration is extended for
a petiod of seven (7) duys, commencing at 8AM (EST) on February 26, 2026.

2. In accordance with Section 252.46, Florida Statutes, this proclamation shall be filed
with the Clerk of the Circuit Court as Ex Officio Clerk to the Board of County
Commissioners within three (3) days affer its issuance, and shall be posted on the
County’s designated website: hitps:/fievydisaster.com

ISSUED on February 23, 2026.
LEVY COUNTY, FLORIDA

This is a form document approved by the Interim County Attomey as 1o legal form and sufficiency.
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RESQLUTION NUMBER 2026 =5

A RREFOLUTION @ OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS OF LEVY COUNTY, FLORIDA, DECLARING
A LOCAL STATE OF EMERGENCY DUE TO DROUGHT
CONDITIONE; JMPOSING A COUNTYWIDE BURN BAN:
PROVIDING FOR EXEMPTIONS, ENFORCEMENT,
SEVERABILITY, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE

WHEREAS, current conditions and potetitial fires have: the capacity to pose a zignificarit,
mmminent and dangerous threat to the heailh, safety, and welfare of the citizens of [.evy County,
Florida {the County); and '

WHEREAB, such conditions are expected 1o continue over the next seven {7) dsys
promoling rapid five growth; and

WHEREAS, prolonged dry conditions, deought Indicsators, and predicted wind conditions
have created a heightened rigk of wildfire in the County; and

WHEREAS, wildfites threaten 1if, propetty, peblic infrastructure, and natural resources
end may overwhelm local firefighiing copacity; and

WHEREAS, zeetion 252,38, Flosidn Statutes, and Chapter 30 of the Levy County Code of
Ondinances wuthorizes the Board of County Comunissicners to declare & loeal stube of emergency
to exercise BMcrgency munagement powers do meduce: vulnerability to bazards and to protzet the
health, safety, und weifare of the eommunity, and to waive procedures and formalities otherwise
required by law when necessary to take pronipt action to save lives and protect property; and

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners fimds that immediate action is necessary
te reduce the risk of wildfire and to protect the public health, safety, and welfare,

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF CODUNTY
COMMISSIONERS OF LEVY COUNTY, FLORIDA, IN SESSION DUYY AND
SPECIALLY ASSEMBLED:

Section 1. Recitals. The above recitalz are que and correct and incorporaled berein as e
findings of the goveming bady.

Sectien 2. Local State of Emcrgency. A locsl state of amergency is hereby declarsd
pursuant to section 252 38(3), Florida Statutes, and Scction 30-32 of the Levy County Code of
Ordinances.

Bection 3. Countywide Burm Ban. During the local state of emergency, the [ollowieg
activities are prohihited in wll of Levy County; Florida:
(A} All burming of any coinbustible materis} in an owtdoor area, including bt niot Hrmited
1o curdoar burning of yard waste, tresh, household paper products, bonfires, campfires,
‘warming fires, outdoor firgrlaces, land clesring Fires, and cooking fres.

Kesolution Mumber 2026-3
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(B Al vnduor activity which cresws tiames ot sparks thal coeld ignite a fire, elding
but not limited to the lighting of Greworks, sparkicrs, or other incendiary devices.

Scetion 4. Exemptions. The following activities are exempt {rom the probibitions described in
sicliom 3 above:

{A) The oocking of food completely conlained within an enclosed gag or charcual grill &n
accordanes with manufiscture instructiong and watnings, and continuousky sttended by
4 responsible aduly

(B Agticultural, ssivicultural, land cleaving, or any activity for which & valid staie open
bum authorization hag been issued by the Florids Forcst Services with adequatc fire
suppression e uipment and perzonnel on site;

(CyProperly permilted fireworks displays condwcted by the Coonty or 3 municipality
within its jurisdiction, with appropriste fire suppression messutes in place;

(D) Emyergency flares discharges on navigable weters, lakes, or rivers; and

(E)} Ficefighter training conducted by the Counly, o muntcipslity, or the state oF federal
EO¥EMITICAES,

Section 5. Enforcement. Puesusni o section 252,50, Floridn Stamutes, and Section 30-37 of the
Levy County Code of Ordinances, a violation of these emecgency messures consttutes & second.
degtee migdemeuner under sections T75.082 or 775.083, Floride Statuies, Upon nelification uf e
suspected vinlation, Levy County Fire Rescuc shall respond 45 svon as precticable and take
immediate measurés to contzin and cxtingpish the fire. Violmors shall reimbarse the County and
any responding agencies fot all regpunse and fice suppression costs.

Section 6. Scverubility. If any provision of this Resolution is deemed jnvalid by & coust of
competent jurisdiction, such provision shall be considered separste and severable and the
remaining provisions shall remain in foll foree and elfect.

Sectinn 7. Kffective Date. This Resolutions shall boeome effective armediabely wpon its adoption,
The local stale of emergency declared horeby shotl be n effect for seven () days amd may be
eatended by proclamation e chairman, or vice-chaivman in absence of the chair, or county
adminisirator in absenee of the chairman and vice-chuimman, for up to seven (7) days [or each
extension wentil it i3 found that the threal or danger no longer cxisls,

Resnlution Mumbar 2026-5
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DELY PASSED AND ADOFTED ON Fcbauary 12, 2026.
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISZSIONERS OF

LEVY COUNTY, FLORIDA
; :eef: é‘{:oﬁ [
Chait 4 ;

ATTEST:

Cletk of the Circnil County and

Yo Officio Clerk to the Boand of

County Cmpmigs_ioncrs

ferk o
Approved as 1o foom and legal sufficiency:
AMediunac
GrayRobinson, PA., Intecim County Attarney
Resolution Wumber 2026-5
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